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As I reflect on the life of the School in 
2018 and look ahead to the promise of the 
New Year in 2019, as a school community 
we have much for which to give thanks. It 
is a pleasure to work in a school with such 
strong heart and conviction of purpose for 
our students. We are blessed with stunning 
grounds and facilities that inspire and we 
have a highly committed team of staff who 
genuinely care for our students and build 
positive relationships to support their learning 
and overall development.

The first year of the extension of co-
education into the Senior School in 2018 
has been a great success with the feature 
being how well the students embraced the 
change. We welcomed 50 female students 
into the Senior School in Years 7, 8 and 11 
and in 2019 we look forward to this number 
growing to 115, with girls enrolled in all year 
levels in the School.

The School has a proud history in boarding 
stemming back to its Foundation in the 
late 1800s, when girls and boys resided 
at Woodbridge House. A key factor in our 
decision to extend co-education into the 
Senior School was the opportunity to provide 
exceptional quality co-educational boarding 
for families in Perth. 

Strong community and family connections 
lie at the heart of boarding at Guildford 
Grammar School and we are excited that 
from the beginning of 2020 brothers and 
sisters will be able to live and be educated 
together. One school, one pick-up and drop-
off, and one schedule of school events will 
no doubt be an advantage for families and 
will further strengthen this connection.

We have recently released the designs of 
our new world class, state-of-the-art co-
educational boarding development that 
have been submitted for Development 
Application approval, with the new facility 
to be ready by the beginning of 2021. The 

community

development includes separate secure living 
areas for girls and boys, with both single sex 
and co-educational social lounges. The new 
facility has been designed to accommodate 
approximately 200 boarders.

The development incorporates flexible 
meeting rooms and lounges, study spaces, 
media lounges, kitchen facilities, a parent 
lounge, office spaces, staff accommodation 
and medical facilities. The proposed location 
of the development on the northern side of 
Terrace Road provides additional security and 
stunning views across to the Swan River. 

building a future

Headmaster Mr Stephen Webber
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The new facility has been designed to accommodate 
approximately 200 boarders.

State-of-the-art co-educational boarding facilities are 
expected to be ready at the beginning of 2021.
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We now have two years of SEW student 
data that is informing initiatives and 
identifying trends.

New students’ first day in 2018.

For the start of co-educational boarding 
in 2020, our female boarders will be 
accommodated downstairs in the current 
Junior Hall of residence in their own 
separate secure wing along with a female 
staff member. This will enable them to be 
fully integrated into the life of the boarding 
community prior to the completion of the 
new development.  

The plans for the new Boarding Development 
will not be able to be fully realised without 
the support of the Foundation and broader 
philanthropic support from the community.  

Information will soon be available to all 
members of the community on how you can 
support the School and the Foundation to 
enable this transformational project to be 
completed. 

Another key strategic focus area for the 
School is the social and emotional well-being 
(SEW) of our community. We now have two 
years of SEW student data that is informing 
initiatives and identifying trends. It was most 
pleasing to note a significant positive lift 
in the overall SEW levels for Senior School 
students in 2018, especially as it was the 
first year of co-education. We also measured 
the SEW for our staff in 2018 and will this 
year look to implement an SEW survey for 

certain Old Guildfordian groups, in order to 
get an idea of how our alumni are faring 
collectively in life post-school. If we are to be 
true to our purpose then it is essential that 
we are interested and informed about how 
our students are travelling in life beyond the 
school gates.  

I trust that as usual you will enjoy reading the 
pages of this edition of the Forward, which 
once again highlight the extensive array of 
opportunities available to our students and 
their fine achievements.

I look forward to meeting many parents and 
Old Guildfordians during the year through 
the range of regional and overseas events we 
have planned. No doubt a particular highlight 
will be the Old Guildfordian dinner in Kuala 
Lumpur on 20 April that coincides with the 
Music Tour to Malaysia.

Mr Stephen Webber 
Headmaster

F R O M  T H E  H E A D M A S T E R
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Father Philip’s 
Book of Blessings
In October 2018 we proudly released a very 
special publication that has been nine years in the 
making – Father Philip’s Book of Blessings!

This beautiful book contains a selection of Father 
Philip’s blessings since he started at the School 
including blessings for staff, blessings of boats, 
buses, dinners, camps and much more. 

The book was available at the Preparatory School 
Admin, Senior School Admin, the Finance Office, 
Thwaites Reception and the Clothing Shop for a 
donation of choice, with all proceeds donated to 
the Anglicare WA Christmas Appeal.

The book was so popular that all copies sold out 
within a week and a second print run had to be 
arranged! With book sales peaking at the end of 
the year, helped along by a book signing in the 
Library, the second run of books also sold out!

Foreword
Headmaster 

Mr Stephen Webber

F
This Book of Blessings by our Senior Chaplain, 

The Rev’d Canon Dr Philip Raymont, highlights the gift of the ministry 
of our Chaplains in the life of Guildford Grammar School.

Ever present, encouraging, supporting and celebrating the varied 
facets of the School, our Chaplains help connect the threads that 

bind our community together.

We are blessed to have Chaplains who value that their ministry also 
lies beyond the Chapel walls. In reading through this book you will get a 

sense of the breadth of this involvement and the strength, love and 
joy inherent in the words, so wisely conveyed.

For this we give thanks.

Mr Stephen Webber 
Headmaster 

Guildford Grammar School
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If you were to visit what was the 
reception area in the Preparatory School 
in the past you will discover that it has a 
very new purpose. While it remains a place 
in which to gather, the purpose of that 
gathering is today for prayer, reflection, 
and occasionally for worship. The reception 
desk has been removed, the room painted 
and enclosed more with an altar placed in 
the centre, surrounded by a ring of chairs 
against the wall.

The space is now called an “Oratory” 
which might be defined as a small chapel, 
especially for private worship. In the life 
of the Preparatory School it also acts as a 
special place, a place set aside as a reminder 
of the workings of the Divine in our lives, 
our work and in the Preparatory School.

At the final Preparatory School Chapel 
service of Term 3, held in Priestley Hall, 
five very beautiful wooden candle holders 
were blessed for use and adornment in our 
worship in Priestley Hall and to be housed in 
the Oratory. The candle-holders were very 
kindly, generously and lovingly made by Mr 
Peter Benzie, Assistant Head of the Senior 
School. 

Speaking at that service in which the 
“fruits of his labour” were blessed for the 

work of the Church and building up of the 
Kingdom of God in the Preparatory School, 
Mr Benzie spoke of his delight in being able 
to use his gifts and skills in woodwork to 
make something very beautiful and thereby 
enrich other people’s lives. He encouraged 
the students to ensure that they used their 
God given gifts as best they could; not only 

A special place at the Preparatory School
who were particularly excited by these 
additions were members of the Preparatory 
School Chapel Team, members of which 
will have the privilege of carrying the candle 
holders during processions in our Chapel 
Services which occur weekly in Priestley 
Hall. Members of the Chapel Team for 2018 
were Mackenzie Knoop-Bender (Chapel 
Captain), Year 6 students Jesse Caporn, 
Daniel Huynh, Blair Parnell, and Jed Spencer, 
along with Year 5 students Thomas Coles, 
Zachariah Dechan, Lachlan Eddowes, and 
Lauren Ohm. These students make a valued 
and valuable contribution to our worship; 
assisting also with readings from the Bible 
and the saying of prayers.

The making of candle holders is not the 
first piece of woodwork Mr Benzie has 
undertaken in our Chapel life. I am reminded 
of the simple but striking Jarrah cross he 
made which forms part of our Advent 
Crown.

For the contributions everyone makes to 
enhance our prayer life and worship, be it 
in the Chapel of St Mary and St George, at 
Priestley Hall, or our delightful Oratory, we 
give thanks to God.

The Rev’d Canon Dr Philip Raymont 
Senior Chaplain

because that was the correct thing to do, 
but because it would give them a great deal 
of personal pleasure and satisfaction.

There is no doubt that Mr Benzie’s 
handiwork will give a great number of 
students delight as they gaze upon his 
very fine craftsmanship and the beauty of 
the Jarrah timber out of which the candle 
holders are made. One group of students 

The space is now called 
an “Oratory” which 
might be defined as a 
small chapel, especially 
for private worship.
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Congratulations 
    to the Class of
We are pleased to report the WACE results 
achieved by the Guildford Grammar School 
students of 2018 and congratulate them on 
their fine academic achievements reflected 
in these results. We acknowledge the hard 
work invested by these students and their 
teachers, supported by their families and 
friends.

High academic achievement is a feature of 
our results, with 25 students (25% of those 
sitting four or more ATAR examinations) 
achieving an ATAR above 90, ranking their 
results in the top 10% nationally. Three of 
these students achieved an ATAR of 97.5 
or more, placing them in the top 2.5% 
Australia-wide. They have the honour 
of entering Guildford Grammar School’s 
Academic Honour Guild (previously known as 
the 400 club).

Our special congratulations go to Jonathan 
Choong who achieved an ATAR of 99.6 as 
well as to Jack Stewart (98.75) and Simon 
McDowall (98.35).

It is very pleasing to note that 60 students 
out of 101 (60% of Guildford Grammar 
School students who sat four or more 
examinations), were placed in the top 20% 
of the state using the ATAR as the measure.

11 members of the graduating class achieved 
entry to the Senior Academic Honour Society, 
which requires the impressive attainment of 
a minimum twelve A grades across the first 
eighteen months of Years 11 and 12. These 
students were:

•	 Mitchell Aves
•	 Ryan Bradley

•	 Jonathan Choong
•	 Jack Clarke
•	 Movindu Deeyagaha Waduge
•	 Simon McDowall
•	 Angus Morris
•	 Aiden Shearing
•	 Jack Stewart
•	 Nicholas Trease
•	 Daniel Wee

Students who scored an ATAR 
above 97.5
•	 Jonathan Choong
•	 Jack Stewart
•	 Simon McDowall

Students who scored an ATAR of 
90 or above
•	 Mitchell Aves
•	 Nicholas Trease
•	 Damian Sakellaris

•	 Ryan Bradley
•	 Aiden Shearing
•	 Movindu Waduge Deevagaha
•	 Daniel Wee
•	 Conor Griffin
•	 Jai Coutinho
•	 Frederick Cassell
•	 Connor Smith
•	 Henry Van den Wall Bake
•	 Khan Oakland
•	 Maxwell Mayall
•	 Fletcher Wilson
•	 Ajit Sugunaraj
•	 Lachlan Madden
•	 Tyler Campbell
•	 James Bain
•	 Connor Disselkoen
•	 Andrew Chance
•	 Dillon Orchard

Full details and a downloadable booklet are available on our website at 
www.ggs.wa.edu.au/News-and-Events/News/2018/Congratulations-to-the-Class-of-2018
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Prize Giving The Senior School Prize Giving Ceremony was held on the last evening of the school year 
on the Chapel Lawn. Our congratulations to all prize winners and award recipients.

STAFF 
PROFILE

You may have noticed a recent change 
to our Learn to Swim program and the 
swimming program in general across 
the School and Andras just might have 
something to do with that!

Andras Jo-Kovacs joined the School last year 
as the Sport Development Co-ordinator – 
Aquatics, and is responsible for all aspects of 
the School’s aquatics program.

Andras has had an extensive career in 
aquatic sports, including eight years as a 
professional water polo athlete in Hungary. 
He has coached at school, state, national and 
international levels.

Before coming to Guildford Grammar School, 
Andras worked at the Western Australian 
Institute of Sports (WAIS) in the men’s 
water polo program, with responsibility for 
swimming and the technical aspects of water 

Introducing Andras Jo-Kovacs
Sport Development Co-ordinator – Aquatics

everyone can be passionate about water 
sports, whatever their motivation.

We have already reinvigorated the Learn to 
Swim program, which started on 15 October, 
and we recently launched the Swim @ GGS 
program across the Senior School. We will 
continue to focus on the quality of our 
coaches to ensure our programs allow for 
personal excellence at all levels.”

You can find out more about the Learn to 
Swim program on Page 24.

1.	 Positive work ethic

2.	 Attitude for application

3.	 Discipline to work towards whatever 
motivates you to be in the pool

4.	 Positive body language – this is 
your main form of communication 
and speaks volumes

5.	 Coachability

Andras’ 5 tops of a successful swimmer

polo. From 2014-2018 he was invited to be 
the assistant coach of the Australian Youth 
National Men’s Team and prepared the squad 
for international events, including the World 
Championships earlier last year.

Andras is himself an accomplished swimmer, 
first entering the pool at 4 years of age. 
He is a professional water polo player and 
represented Hungary in the sport. One of 
his personal role models is Katinka Hosszu, 
a Hungarian swimmer who just earned her 
400th medal in international swimming.

“2018 was an exciting year at Guildford 
Grammar School and I am very pleased to 
have been part of it. The opportunity to 
broaden the scope of the existing swimming 
program and work on building an inclusive 
aquatic culture for the school really appealed 
to me. I plan to develop a culture where 

Andras Jo-Kovacs.
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From the Archives: 

Can you help identify these rowing 
crews and the years these photos 
were taken? 

A list of possible names can be supplied 
by the Archivist for each year. 

Please contact Rosemary Waller 
on (08) 9377 9212 or email  
rosemary.waller@ggs.wa.edu.au.

Top photo (A).

Right photo (B).

Bottom photo (C).

Rowing
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The Assembly was an amazing team effort, 
coordinated across many areas of the School.  
The MC for the morning was Year 6 student 
Omal Deeyagaha Waduge, who did a great 
job of introducing the guests and keeping the 
program running on time.  

Special guest and accomplished performer, 
Old Guildfordian Izaak Lim (Prep/Sc 94-06), 
travelled from inter-state for the special 
occasion, opening the Assembly with a 

version of the song “Circle of Life”, written 
about and for Mr Budler.

The speeches focused on various aspects 
of Mr Budler’s time at the School and were 
delivered by Lemarna Valentine (7Wb 
and former Preparatory School student), Mr 
Nic Christie (St 93-97), former Preparatory 
School Sportsmaster and Old Guildfordian, 
and Nick Palmer – Past GGS 1st XV Rugby 
Player (He 10-17).

Dr Saxby lead the Preparatory School Choir 
in a rousing performance of the well-known 
rugby anthem “World in Union” and the 
Parent Choir debuted with a performance 
of “Siahamba”. There was not a dry eye in 
the house when three Preparatory School 
students, Kelsi Brennan, Riley Wight and 
Mikaela Hyman sang “Time of your Life” as 
a photographic tribute to Mr Budler’s time at 
the School played on a large screen.

At the end of 2018 we bid a fond farewell 
to Mr Roger Budler after 20 dedicated 
years of service to the School.  A special 
assembly was held for Mr Budler and his 
family, at the GGS Boat Shed, where all 
members of the community, past and 
present, were able to pay their respects.

A fond farewell for

Mr Roger Budler

F A R E W E L L  R O G E R  B U D L E R
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In recognition of Mr Budler’s monumental 
contribution to the rugby program over his 
20 years at the School, a new trophy was 
named in his honour, and presented to him 
by the 1st Preparatory School Rugby Team. 

The Roger Budler Cup will be presented 
each year to the fairest, best and most 
committed player on the Preparatory School 
Rugby Team. 

To conclude the event, all families and 
students formed an Honour Guard across 
Roberts Oval, after which morning tea was 
served in the Foundation Pavilion for all 
guests.

We wish Roger well for his period of well-
deserved leave and all the best for the new 
challenges that lie ahead for him beyond our 
school gates.

F A R E W E L L  R O G E R  B U D L E R
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Lachlan receiving his scholarship with father Craig Madden (right).

Honouring Academics
The Academic Honour Society Dinner 
was held on the evening of Tuesday 
7 August 2018 and attended by eleven 
students, their families and a member of 
staff of their choosing. Congratulations to:

•	 Daniel Wee

•	 Aiden Shearing

•	 Jack Clarke

•	 Movindu Deeyagaha Waduge

•	 Simon McDowall

•	 Jonathan Choong

•	 Ryan Bradley

•	 Nicholas Trease

•	 Mitchell Aves

•	 Jack Stewart

•	 Angus Morris

The guest speaker for the evening was 
Adrian Hickmott, a former Australian Rules 
Footballer who played for Carlton and 
Geelong in the AFL. Adrian is currently a 
coach at the West Coast Eagles.

Congratulations to 2018 Leaver Lachlan 
Madden who has been awarded an 
Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA) 
Scholarship. The scholarship is awarded to 
the top 50 applicants across Australia who 
applied for officer training entry into ADFA 
for 2019. Over 4000 people applied in 
2018. Lachlan is following in the footsteps 
of his Old Guildfordian father Craig (Wb 82-
86), who also received the scholarship when 
he was in Year 12, entering ADFA in 1987.

Lachlan was presented with an iPad Pro, 
a certificate and a framed plaque to 
commemorate the achievement. Lachlan 
entered Army Officer Training on 29 January 
2019.

ADFA is Australia’s premier Military Officer 
Training Academy for Navy, Army and Air 
Force located in Canberra. Officer Cadets 
attend ADFA for 3 years of military training 
and university studies (BA, BSc or BEng). 
They graduate with a Bachelor’s Degree 
from the University of NSW.

Lachlan awarded ADFA scholarship

S E N I O R  S C H O O L
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Congratulations to our 2018 
Valedictorians who celebrated their 
last few days at the school with several 
special family events. We wish you all 
well in your future endeavours.

Valedictory Day
2018

S E N I O R  S C H O O L
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Walk the Wall 2018
The Languages Faculty, as part of a 
Service Learning project, organised the 
second Walk the Wall charity event at 
Guildford Grammar School on Saturday 15 
September.

Walk the Wall is a series of 5-10 kilometre 
walkathon events all around the world 
where compassionate people join together 
to help to raise funds for abandoned and 
disabled children in China.

On a sunny and gloriously crisp spring 
morning, the Guildford Grammar School 
Walk the Wall team set off from the 
Foundation Pavilion, passing through the 
school campus and along Great Eastern 
Highways to Third Avenue towards the 
scenic Swan River, continuing through the 
Woodbridge Parkrun route. The route was 
reversed for the walk back to the School. 
The walk was around 11 km in total and 
took approximately 1 hour 20 minutes to 
complete. After the walk, everyone was 
treated to delicious hot dogs provided 

and cooked by Mr Longson and his two 
adorable boys.

The Languages Faculty would like to thank 
the Prefects, students, parents, friends 
and their dogs for their donations and for 
taking part in this charity event which raised 

$1738.60. A special word of thanks to the 
main organisers Ms Li Na Tan, Mr Richie 
Longson and all the Languages staff.

James Cheah 
Head of Languages Faculty

Simon McDowall (12SG) had the honour of attending a ceremony on 11 October at the 
Vines Resort where the Governor of WA, Kim Beazley AC presented him with his Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh Award.

Simon achieved his Gold Award in June 2018, making him the first Guildford Grammar School 
student to achieve the Award while still at school.

Simon has been involved with the Duke of Edinburgh program since 2014, reaching his goals 
through perseverance and effort.

Duke of Edinburgh Award success
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Under a Rest!

Mr Kieran Hurley Head of Music
What instruments do you play and for how 
long have you played them?

	 I have played trombone for 37 years.

What is your favourite instrument?

	 Definitely the trombone.

What got you into music?

When I was in primary school I got a 
chance to play, I did and I still do!

What are your favourite pieces or styles of 
music to play?

Jazz-Fusion or any Miles Davis.

Where did you grow up?

Brisbane, Queensland.

Funny or strange music moment?

Once I made my slide fly into the 
trombone section!

Where did you grow up?

The hills of Hobart, Tasmania.

Funny or strange music moment?

I was once doing a performance when I 
had to stand on the stool (Piano seat).

Mr Brad Swope
What instruments do you play and for how 
long have you played them?

Saxophone for 30 years, flute and 
clarinet for nearly 30 years.

What is your favourite instrument?

Saxophone without a doubt.

What got you into music?

My first private teacher when he 
showed me lots of Big Band Jazz.

What are your favourite pieces or styles of 
music to play?

Funk or Jazz with lots of horns.

Where did you grow up?

Connecticut, United States of America.

Funny or strange music moment?

I was once doing a gig when the 
drummer had an argument with the 
band director and walked out just 
before my tenor sax solo.

Mr Martin (Marty) Pervan
What instruments do you play and for how 
long have you played them?

Trumpet for 33 years, saxophone for 
28 years, trombone for 26 years and 
everything else for varying amounts of 
time.

Year 10 student Taj Johnstone (10St) offered to write a story for this edition of the Forward, focusing on some of the staff in the 
School of Music. Taj developed a set of questions for each staff members with some interesting responses!

Mr Kieran Hurley.

Mr Martin Pervan.

Mr Brad Swope.

Ms Christina Browning.

Ms Christina Browning
What instruments do you play and for how 
long have you played them?

Pianoforte for 51 years.

What is your favourite instrument?

Piano or cello.

What got you into music?

My father was an organist so music 
surrounded me my whole life.

What are your favourite pieces or styles of 
music to play?

The music of Johan Sebastian Bach 
(classical).

What is your favourite instrument?

Trumpet.

What got you into music?

My second trumpet teacher.

What are your favourite pieces or styles of 
music to play?

Anything that sounds good.

Where did you grow up?

Woodbridge, WA.

Funny or strange music moment?

I was at a winery in the Swan Valley and 
my trumpet’s spit valve broke which 
sounded like a large hole had formed in 
my instrument so I asked the crowd if 
they had any hair ties I could borrow to 
hold it down and I now own a stranger’s 
hair tie!

15
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•	 Abigail Burbridge (12Be)

•	 Thomas Burns (12Sc)

•	 James Derrick (12SG)

•	 Rishi D’Souza (12Fr)

•	 Esther Kabwe (12St)

•	 Adam Lauren (12Fr)

•	 Tia Mackenzie (12Wb)

•	 Zachary Matthews (12Fr)

•	 Jack Sutton (12Be)

•	 Sienna Tolomei (12SG)

We are proud to announce the Senior 
School Captains and Vice-Captains who 
will lead the School in 2019 supported by 
the wider Prefect group. Congratulations to 
Captains Rebecca Adamson (12SG) and 
Nicholas Sheppard (12He), along with 
Vice-Captains Benjamin Dewar (12He) 
and Ellen Kozlowska (12Sc) and Boarding 
Captain Zac Finlayson (12Sc). The other 
Prefects elected for 2019 are:

•	 Audrey Bell (12St)

•	 Corbyn Bevan (12Ha)

•	 Benjamin Bozich (12SG)

2019 School Leaders
The Prefect group was elected in Term 4,  
2018 following a democratic process that 
involved all Senior School students and staff.

Headmaster, Stephen Webber, stated that 
the selection of female and male students 
to lead the School was a significant occasion 
in the School’s 122 year history. “It was 
particularly pleasing to note that there was 
parity in the level of support for both male 
and female students in our democratic 
voting process. The diversity of the group 
and the breadth of talent and personalities 
will no doubt enhance the leadership of the 
School in 2019.”

Chapel Gift
The 2018 Chapel Gift race was held 
on 13 August, with one male and 
one female runner from each house 
competing in a 435m sprint around the 
school, starting from the Chapel on the 
third ring of the bell. 

Congratulations to Connor Disselkoen 
(12St) who not only won the boys race, 
he also set a new record time of 1 
minute 15.69 seconds. 

Lemarna Valentine (7Wb) took out the 
inaugural girls race in a winning time of 
1 minute 38.82 seconds. 

Well done to Connor and Lemarna!

S E N I O R  S C H O O L
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Blankets by Boys is an initiative created by 
brothers who want to help those in need. 
We began after visiting a Perth restaurant in 
December 2017 and noticed many struggling 
young people. These street-children were 
given food to help them survive but what 
they really needed was something warm for 
wintertime. With our parents encouragement 
we decided to knit 20cm x 20cm squares to 
make up blankets to donate to the homeless. 
We weren’t fast enough, even though 
the entire family was knitting daily, so we 
came up with the idea of placing boxes in 
retirement homes and medical centres so 
that they might make some squares for us. It 
was a huge success and so our Mum created 
a Facebook page for us. 

From the Facebook page we received 
many calls and messages. All kinds of 
people became involved - girls groups, 
the Ellenbrook Senior Socials, Real Estate 
agencies, Medical Centres and schools. The 
instructions on the boxes we distributed were 
quite clear - while you are waiting for your 
appointment just knit a few lines! We even 
have an 82-year-old gran who knits beanies 
for us!

Once we had the Facebook page up and 
running the community became very 
supportive and bags of blankets, pillows, 
socks and beanies were delivered to our 
home on a daily basis. We gave some to 
StreetConnect, associated with Anglicare, 
but we still had so many more blankets to 
hand out. We found Perth Homeless Support 

Group and began volunteering with them 
and every week we would go and distribute 
the items. 

The nicest part of the project is talking to 
the people we meet during these visits and 
some of their stories inspired us even more. 
We met a young man who was very nicely 
dressed and very smart and he told us that 
the city was helpful in terms of where you 
could clean-up and shower. He said he was 
homeless but could always be clean, he said 

Blankets by Boys
Helping young people in need

A Year 9 student and his brother have created a 
program to help young people living rough on the streets. 
Year 9 student Alexander explains more about the program 
and how members of community can become involved.

I knew straight away 
that she only said 
she was a boy as she 
felt safer on the streets 
that way.

After a few visits, we noticed the homeless 
wished that they could take many more 
items with them, but the problem was how 
to carry them. That’s where the idea came 
from to collect suitcases on wheels, so they 
can pack their stuff into them and move 
around easily. I knew that I couldn’t do 
this by myself, I needed help, so I asked my 
school for some help. 

We advertised in the School’s weekly 
Bulletin and on their social media pages for 
families to donate any suitcase on wheels 
that they were not using. Four weeks later 
I collected all the bags - a total of 58 bags, 
from suitcases to backpacks and handbags. 
Volunteering the following week we gave 
out the bags, but the problem was that 
there were 150 homeless people lining up. 
We needed more. I returned to school and 
thanked everyone on social media. In the 
future, we plan to collect more.

We are always looking for suitcases (preferably 
on wheels); backpacks, beanies, scarves, 
socks, blankets, the squares to make up 
blankets, wool, thick knitting needles, torches, 
even old mobile phones (with phone cards). 

Please follow our Facebook page 
@blanketsbyboys and help us with this 
project. 

Alexander Pepermans (Year 9)

Late note: Alexander and his brother William 
received an Australia Day Award from the 
City of Swan for their amazing work. 

socks were the most important item to him 
and many others. Another young person 
slept on the street at night and got food 
from various places and went to TAFE during 
the day. One of the most memorable stories 
was from a young girl, who called herself 
Michael. I knew straight away that she only 
said she was a boy as she felt safer on the 
streets that way. I will always remember 
how happy she was even though life was 
not easy. We found these people to be very 
grateful because we spoke to them, greeted 
them and shook hands. 

S E N I O R  S C H O O L
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Public Speaking
Guildford Grammar School’s values 
are alive and well in our public speaking 
team. 2018 was another year in which our 
students represented the School with both 
skill and passion. What has been even more 
impressive is the respect and genuine interest 
in important social issues that these students 
have demonstrated when participating 
across Perth communities. Students attended 
a variety of competitions over the year. 
Some, such as the UN Evatt competition, 
are through their HASS subjects, as well as 
extra-curricular clubs and groups. 

Zachary Matthews (11Fr) has continued 
to lead the way with his involvement in 
the UN Evatt Competition. Zachary, in 
conjunction with Emerson Varris (11He), 
Marcus Outram (11Fr) and Abigail 
Burbridge (11Be) represented our School 
in a mock sitting of the United Nations 
Security Council. This is a very challenging 
competition in which students present 
solutions to real world international 
problems. Our students represented 
their nation’s interests very well, having 
much influence on the chamber and on 
the resolution itself, with both teams 
proposing some very effective, instrumental 
amendments. The competition was stiff 
this year and unfortunately this meant 
neither Guildford delegation was able 
to make it through to nationals. Though 
neither delegation continued, the efforts 

made were highly commendable, as 
getting through to the States meant we 
were in the top 15 out of 138 delegations. 
Congratulations to the teams. At the time 
of writing, other students such as Lachlan 
Bella (11Ha), Stuart Boyd (9Wb) and 
William Hutson (9Sc) are also preparing for 
the junior UN Evatt competition.

The City of Swan Youth Out Loud 
competition was again a focus and it was 
pleasing to see our entrants come from 
all year levels across the School. This is a 
particularly challenging competition as it 
requires the speakers to research social 
issues and apply their research to specific 
problems in the City of Swan by providing 
solutions. 

To prepare, we again had volunteers from 
Toastmasters run an informal training 
workshop. With the topic of ‘Home’, 
students wrote six-minute speeches advising 
the City of their suggestions. 

Jonathan Rose (8Sc) and Joshua Bozich 
(7SG) were first and third in the Junior 
section. Intermediates, Stuart Boyd (9Wb), 
William Hutson (9Sc) and Orlando De 
Santis (9Fr) showed a range of skills, with 
Orlando placed third and William awarded 
an encouragement prize of $50 from the 
Young Australian League. Seniors presented 
with amazing sincerity and passion, with 
Mason Shephard (11He), Luke Osborne 

(11Be), Marcus Outram (11Ha) and 
Emerson Varris (11He) against each other 
for finals. Eventual places were taken by 
Emerson 1st, Luke 2nd and Marcus 3rd. 
Marcus also received the $50 sponsor’s 
choice award. Guildford Grammar School 
again brought home the prestigious Charlie 
Gregorini Shield with local Councillor 
Ms Scanlan and Swan youth worker Ms 
McCabe attending our assembly to present 
this to Emerson Varris (11He) for best 
speaker of the competition. It might be of 
interest to future entrants that all winners 
receive prizes from $50 to $200 along with 
their trophies!

These students were all given a huge vote 
of thanks by City of Swan Councillors for 
addressing important social inequality 
issues on the topic, such as homelessness, 
community health and fitness, domestic 
violence and racism in a genuine and caring 
manner. Their suggestions to the City were 
all duly noted by the judging Councillors 
for future discussions at Council. The City 
of Swan library staff asked Emerson if they 
could meet with him to discuss and go 
through his references for inclusion in their 
future action plans!

Future leaders indeed!

Colleen Reed 
Teacher-in-charge, Public Speaking 
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Our boarders once again enjoyed the 
efforts and talents of our catering and 
events teams for the special Halloween and 
Christmas dinners.

The Dining Hall staff got into the Halloween 
spirit, dressing up in a variety of ghoulish 
costumes with even more ghoulish make-

Decking the halls for our boarders
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Healthy 
Hamburgers
Sent in by Sophie Bannister

Ingredients
Patty

500g beef mince 
½ cup breadcrumbs
1 onion grated 
½ carrot 
1 egg 
1 tsp mixed herbs 
1 tbs Worcestershire sauce 
2 tbs sweet chilli sauce 
Salt and pepper to taste

Chips
4 potatoes 
1 tbs olive oil 
Salt

Method
Patty 
1. Whisk egg. 
2. Grate onion and carrot. 
3. Combine mince, breadcrumbs, onion, carrot, 

Worcestershire sauce, sweet chilli sauce, herbs 
and olive oil in a bowl. Season with salt and 
pepper. 

4. If mixture is too wet you can add more 
breadcrumbs. 

5. Divide the mixture into 6 portions and shape 
with hands into a patty. 

6. Place patties on a plate and refrigerate. 
7. Heat oil in frying pan. Cook patties over 

medium heat for about 5 minutes on each 
side. 

Chips 
1. Pre-heat oven to 180°C
2. Cut 4 potatoes into thin strips. 
3. Place in bowl and mix with olive oil and salt. 
4. Place chips on backing tray lined with baking 

powder. 
5. Bake in oven for 15-20 minutes or until 

golden.

In the boarding community we are always looking for ways that we can help 
bring the students together, whilst helping to develop their life skills.  A few 
years ago I held a “make -your-own pizza night” with my boarding year group, 
and I was amazed at the difference in their skills; some were culinary experts 
who could chop onions without shedding a tear, whilst for others it was clearly 
their first time in the kitchen!  I have always loved cooking for family and friends, 
so was keen to share this passion with the boarders.  Mr Fernandes teamed up 
with Ms Gordon in 2017 and they ran cooking classes for the Year 12 boarders, 
which were a great success, so we decided to run them again in 2018. 

Once a week the boarders worked in groups of 6-12 in the kitchen workshop 
and learned how to make healthy, affordable meals. With the help of Ms 
Gordon’s knowledge and skills they were able to not only learn or develop basic 
cooking techniques, but also have a chance to share a meal together.

One thing that surprised me was the number of boarders who asked for the 
recipes after we made a dish. The idea to give them their own recipe book came 
about when I was at home making fresh pizza dough from a recipe that I still 
have from my Year 8 home economics class (thanks again Mrs Grange). What I 
thought would be really special however, was to not only include recipes from 
Ms Gordon’s class, but also recipes the boarders enjoy when they are at home.  
I approached the Year 12 boarders’ parents and was thrilled to have so many 
families submit their favourite home recipes for inclusion in the book. 

The Recipe Book was presented to the Year 12 boarders’ parents at their final 
chapel service and were very well received!

Mrs Sophie Carroll 
Year 12 Boarding Coordinator

up!  With cakes made to look like brains 
and witches hats, casseroles with fingers, 
black toffee apples and pumpkins galore, 
the students were in for a horrible treat!  As 
always, the boarders and staff appreciated 
the effort and ate all of the delicious food!

Christmas for boarders is always a special 
occasion and this year was no exception.  
With a delicious family style Christmas 
Dinner and a visit by Santa and the Grinch, 
the boarders enjoyed a delicious dinner with 
all the trimmings.

Year 12 Boarders’ Recipe Book

Year 12 boarders’
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In Term 3 last year, I was lucky enough to be successful 
in my application for an eight day study tour to China, 
organised by the Confuscius Institute through AISWA, to 
take place during the September holidays. 

It was with some trepidation that I set off from Perth airport 
with fifteen or so other educational leaders to Beijing, 
Shanghai and Hangzhou, having not travelled extensively 
in Asia before. I had been told various things including that 
it would be very different from India and that it would be 
culturally fascinating. This was indeed true – I had travelled 
to India a couple of times previously and China was very 
different. I was impressed at the cleanliness of the streets 
and the seemingly lovely lives that very old people enjoyed. 
I was surprised at how few people spoke or understood 
English but not surprised that my French, German and 
Welsh skills were entirely useless. I struggled with the 
ubiquitous smoking inside buildings (at the university, in 
restaurants, inside the hotel) and marvelled at the vast 
numbers of tower blocks of flats in which people lived. 

We enjoyed visits to various schools as well as to various 
touristy venues. The Great Wall of China was far bigger 
than I had imagined and teeming with thousands of people, 
many of whom embarrassed me by taking selfies with me 
because they’d never seen anyone with white hair before. 
I blushed at the thought of the captions they would add to 
their photos of the strange, pale foreigner they encountered 
that day. Tiananmen Square was an emotional visit for me, 
as I recalled the man with the shopping bags who stopped 
the tanks on that dreadful day and wondered again what 
happened to him subsequently. It was interesting to witness 
the numerous photographs and lengthy speeches that 
happened at every destination and on every occasion. I 
returned far more aware of Chinese cultural norms and 
much more able to effectively understand some of the 
differences in approach between our cultures, which will 
undoubtedly be useful.

Dr Julie Harris 
Director of Teaching and Learning

Dr Harris on the China Tour

The FOSS Dads’ Big Breakfast was held on 
the last day of Term 3 last year. As always, we 
enjoyed the company of hundreds of dads, 
step-dads, uncles and grandads, and father 
figures who came along to enjoy a cooked 
breakfast with their children.

The FOSS Team, supported by our catering 
team, prepared and served a delicious 
cooked breakfast, followed by the House 
tug-of-war.  Henn’s House once again took 
home the tug-of-war cup, proving to be very 
serious competitors!

Thank you to the FOSS Team for your support 
and coordination of this great family event.

FOSS Dads’ Breakfast
Henn’s House remain undefeated in tug-of-war!

S E N I O R  S C H O O L
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Guildford Grammar School has 
experienced the most success ever in the 
2018 Titration Stakes Competition with 
the help of Mrs Siza Macdonald and Miss 
Gemma Haddleton. With their support, we 
developed our titration skills over the course 
of Term 2 and 3 to perfect our techniques. 
On Friday afternoons, we undertook 
the challenge of the titrations activity, 
competing for selection in the state heats 
held at Curtin University on the evening of 
Tuesday 19 June, 2018.

The School entered three teams on the 
evening, each working in teams of three, 
completing four titrations in two hours 
using many precise glassware instruments 
including expensive burettes and pipettes. 

Winning at Titrations
The three Guildford Grammar School teams 
consisted of the following students:

•	 Team 1 – Daniel Wee, Damian 
Sakellaris and Jonathon Choong 

•	 Team 2 – Nicholas Trease,  
Jai Coutinho and Simon McDowall

•	 Team 3 – Duke Gordon,  
Aiden Shearing and Laurie Todd

With much anticipation we finally received 
our results out of over 100 teams. The 
Guildford Grammar School teams placed as 
follows; Team 3 - 9th position, Team 1 – 8th 
position and Team 2 - 1st position. 

All three teams advanced to the State and 
National finals, the first time ever the School 
has had all three teams moving through to 

the next round. In the next stage we were 
titrating individually, and our results would 
be accumulated, contrary to the initial 
competition. 

So it was back to Mrs Macdonald’s room, 
titrating again for weeks, perfecting our 
skills and individually completing two 
titrations and making up our own solutions. 
At first it was daunting but closer to the 
competition we knew we were ready.

The three teams were confident as we 
arrived at Murdoch University on 29 
August, after enjoying the traditional pre-
competition HJ’s run. After calculating our 
results, we submitted them as a group and 
we were each told whether we achieved a 
silver or gold medallion. We were ecstatic 
to find that our results ranked our three 
teams 4th, 3rd and 2nd consecutively, with 
all three teams gaining an ‘Excellent Team’ 
status. The results were as follows:

4th	 	 –	 Duke Gordon – gold 
	  	 –	 Aiden Shearing – gold 
	  	 –	 Laurie Todd – silver

3rd		 –	 Daniel Wee – gold 
	  	 – 	 Jonathan Choong – gold 
	  	 –	 Damian Sakellaris – gold

2nd	 –	 Nicholas Trease – gold 
		  –	 Jai Couthino – gold 
		  –	 Simon Mcdowall – gold

We were very pleased with our results and 
the efforts we made over the year. We 
recommend Titrations as a Friday afternoon 
activity to all Chemistry students as it 
prepares them for the skills and techniques 
needed for this challenging course.

Laurie Todd and Duke Gordon

S E N I O R  S C H O O L
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Starting at the 2018 summer State competition where Emily took 
home two silver medals in the 100m and 200m breast stroke, 
her swimming has gone from strength to strength and Emily 
qualified to compete for WA at the Australian Age Swimming 
Championships in Sydney in October 2018.

Emily competed in two finals at the Australian Age Swimming 
Championships in Sydney during April and came back ranked 
number 1 in WA for all the 13-year-old breaststroke events. 
As a result of these performances she was identified for the 
Swimming WA Performance Pathway Programs for 2018/19.

At the recent Winter State Championships, Emily won five gold 
medals in 50m, 100m, 200m Breaststroke, 200m and 400m 
Individual Medley as well as a bronze with her team mates in a 
relay. As a result she was chosen to represent WA at the Australian 
Age Swimming Championships in Sydney in October. She competed 
in the 13-14 year old category, as a 13 year old, achieving personal 
bests in all of her races and finishing 7th in the 200m breaststroke, 
14th in the 400m individual medley, 11th in the 50m breaststroke 
and 12th in the 100m breaststroke.

Emily swam her first breaststroke race in her school swimming 
carnival at the age of 8. A member of her local swimming club 
suggested that she compete in the Dive and Try competition and 

Hard work 
and commitment 
pays off in the pool 
for Emily

Year 8 student Emily Nayler progressed rapidly through 
swimming competition ranks last year, taking home 
five gold medals at the Winter State Championships.

she has loved swimming ever since. She has trained competitively 
for the past two and a half years with the Guildford Kalamunda 
Districts Swimming Club.

Early starts are no problems for Emily, training seven times a 
week, including three dry land sessions. She also swims on Friday 
afternoons as part of her development sport for school.

“I have a lot of self-discipline! My normal routine after school is 
training, dinner, homework and bed. On Tuesdays and Thursdays I 
know I have a 4.00am start, so I need to be very organised. I don’t 
have a lot of time on devices or watching TV during the week. 
When I have a weekend competition I have to prepare ahead and 
do that week’s homework, prepare for the week and swim. I know 
that to be successful I must work hard in swimming and at school.”

Emily’s long term goal is to make the Australian team. Her short 
term goals include achieving top 5 at the Nationals for 100 or 200 
breaststroke and qualifying for the Open Nationals.
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The 2018 captains of the two GGS netball teams, who both 
won their grand finals, talk about their outstanding season.

GGS 7/8 A Team
2018 has been a year of firsts for Guildford Grammar School netball!  
We had the honour of being the first group of girls to represent the 
Senior School in netball.   

Our coaches, Sherrie Errington and Jemma Ogilvie, shared their 
passion for netball with us every week, encouraging us to be better, 
play as a team and to display the Guildford 3G qualities of hard, 
committed and united. 

Our season had many highlights but the most memorable was 
winning the grand final for the A and B teams.  The A team knew 
that our opponents would come out wanting the win and we had to 
play as a team, back each other up and try not to let the grand final 

Netball:
new teams to grand final winners

nerves change our game.  We held our heads high and with a large 
group of vocal GGS supporters we won!  

Within our squad some of our girls were selected to play in the Perth 
Lions teams as well as others being invited to join the Perth Netball 
Association talent development program. 

Our teacher in charge of netball, Miss Haddleton, was excellent at 
providing us with as many opportunities to play as possible.  If our 
small squad managed to achieve all of this in the first year of netball 
at GGS, we are very excited to see what the future holds.

Danyelle Schaffer 
Captain GGS 7/8 A’s 

GGS 7/8 B Team
It was the first year of girls’ netball in the Senior School and what an 
amazing group of girls I got to share this experience with!  With the 
support and talent of our incredible coaches, we overcame adversity 
and lots of injuries throughout the season to win our grand final 
match. 

My personal highlight of the year was the huddle when both 
teams had won their respective grand final matches and we got to 
experience each other’s success!  

Thank you to our coach, Jemma Ogilvie. You have shown us how 
to be passionate and focused, yet always play with fairness and 
humility.  Thank you also to Coach Sherrie and Miss Haddleton for 
taking GGS netball into this new era, with the understanding that we 
are not just players, not just a team, we are a community.

Niamh Mac Alasdair  
Captain GGS 7/8 B’s
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We are excited to welcome Andras 
Jo-Kovacs as Coordinator of the Aquatics 
Program as we launch the next phase of 
the program at Guildford Grammar School. 
Alongside a newly branded and reinvigorated 
Learn to Swim program, heating of the 
Senior School pool and the refurbishment 
of the Preparatory School pool, we will be 
introducing additional opportunities for 
students across the school. 

Aquatic environments are a quintessential 
part of the Australian way of life. Beaches, 
lakes, rivers and backyard pools are ever 
present in our environment. Being a 
confident swimmer allows us to be safe, have 
fun and achieve personal excellence in our 
water based activity of choice. 

We have designed and modified our program 
to welcome students to our pool, irrespective 
of their motivation to swim and increased the 
flexibility of our approach. 

For students whose drive for personal 
excellence is in long and short course 
performance, we will continue to provide 
appropriate extension, technical development 
and pathways, enhanced through our 
relationship with the Guildford and 
Kalamunda Districts Swimming Club. We are 
also encouraging our confident swimmers 
to represent the school in Open Water 
Swimming and Aquathons to broaden their 
competitive opportunities.

For those motivated by being part of an 
‘all-of-school’ team, who want to swim 
‘for House’ and ‘for School’, we will be 
strengthening our team swimming culture 
and working to increase our depth. In 2020, 
we will begin to target mixed events and 
part of this cultural change is to embed these 
opportunities for both our boys and girls. 

We encourage all students who have 
previously represented their House and 
School, or those who would like to try, to 
come to the pool and be part of building 
something bigger and better. For us to do 
this well requires an all of school push, which 
means our basketballers, rowers, tennis 
players, athletes, cricketers and netballers 
coming along as often as they can. More 
frequent session times, in both mornings and 
afternoons, allow for students to manage 
their schedules.

Our water polo players and triathletes, 
alongside their sport specific skill sessions, 
have flexible opportunities to do a variety 
of swimming-based cardio and water-based 
strength work. Their inclusion under the 
aquatics umbrella adds to the diversity of 
goals within the program and increases our 
numbers and provides a positive effect on 
the social environment - more people in the 
water, more fun!

For our athletes, swimming is a low impact 
way to improve cardiovascular fitness, as 

Swim@GGS makes a splash

part of a balanced strength and conditioning 
program. Swimming also supports the 
development of life and water safety skills 
and for those interested to give back to our 
communities patrolling our beaches with Surf 
Lifesaving. 

For some of our students their motivation 
is more personal: they use swimming to 
help manage mental health, to improve 
well-being, to sleep better, for stress relief, 
for friendships, fun or fitness. 

Whatever the motivation to ‘Swim at GGS’ 
now is the time. We look forward to seeing 
you on the pool deck! 

from Minkey to champion
Christine’s journey

Christine’s passion for hockey didn’t start 
by choice, it was the only sport on offer 
at her school! Starting with the Minkey 
program in Pre-Primary, she quickly became 
what her mum calls ‘a hockey tragic’!

Christine was selected to represent 
Western Australia twice last year. First of 
all, she was selected to play as striker at 
the 2018 National under 15 Girls Indoor 
Championships in Goulburn, NSW. She 
was Vice Captain of the team and felt 
extremely lucky to have been selected as 
she had only started to play indoor hockey 
that season. Indoor hockey is very similar 
to field hockey but with six players per 
team on a much smaller, hard surface 

court; the pace is fast and exhilarating. 
The interpretation of the rules differs 
slightly between states so the WA girls 
had to learn on their feet and adjust their 
game continually!

Last August, Christine was selected for 
the School Sport Australia under 16 Girls 
Hockey Championship on the Gold Coast. 
Again she played striker and was a 
leading goal scorer.

In both competitions, Western Australia 
finished fifth overall.

For now Christine is focusing on her  
school and club hockey, especially as 
she is now in Year 12.

Year 11 student Christine Aitken is making a name for herself in the sport 
of hockey, being selected to represent the State twice last year.
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The High School Ultimate Championship 
is an event run by WA Ultimate allowing 
schools across Western Australia to compete 
for the title of Ultimate High School 
Champions. The teams were selected from 
Ms Patriquin and Mr Giles’ Year 11 Physical 
Education Studies classes and topped up 
with a few Year 12 students who had 
played the game well the previous year.

The team was made up of:

•	 Rebecca Adamson (11SG)

•	 Darcy Buckley (11Be)

•	 Thomas Burns (11Sc)

•	 Sean Callaghan (12Be)

•	 Jack Danvers (11Wb)

•	 Lachlan Gelmi (12Fr)

•	 Esther Kabwe (11St)

•	 Nathan Kerman (11Fr)

•	 Ellen Kozlowska (11Sc)

•	 James Moore (11SG)

•	 Grahame Murphy (11St)

•	 Sienna Tolemei (11SG)

Guildford Grammar School was placed in 
Senior Pool 2, playing four games across the 
morning. Through a mix of skill, athleticism 
and fitness the team was victorious in all of 
its pool matches. 

The grand final saw Guildford Grammar 
School matched against Shenton College, 

the top team from Pool 1. After initially 
struggling to score, the team broke the seal 
with some great team work and defeated 
their opposition 16-1, taking home the 
trophy!

Ultimate Frisbee champions
Ultimate Frisbee is a fast-paced team sport played with a Frisbee. The basic aim is for a team to pass the Frisbee up the field 
and score by completing a pass into the end zone. The sport was first introduced at Guildford Grammar School a number of 
years ago through Physical Education studies. In 2018 it was decided to take the next step and enrol a team in the High School 
Championships.
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On 22 August 2018 the Guildford Grammar 
School rugby community gathered together 
in the Senior School Dining Hall to celebrate 
the achievements and contributions of its 
members.

The evening was opened by our hosts James 
Ford (12St) and Nick Wright (12Wb) after 
which Director of Rugby, Mr Doug Fawcett, 
welcomed the players, coaches, guests and 
parents. The evening commenced with 
Captain of Rugby, James Ford, taking to the 
stage to reflect on the 2018 season.

Later on in the evening Marcel Brache, who 
plays for the Western Force and in the USA, 
talked to us about the opportunities rugby 
had provided for him. He started off by 
talking about his childhood growing up in 
both Los Angeles and Cape Town. Marcel 
told us that cricket was his first career goal 
but that he ended up with a career in rugby. 
He then went on to talk about playing for 
the Western Force and the opportunities 

Rugby
Celebrating

he had been presented with at the club. He 
finished by talking about his disappointment 
in the decision of Rugby Australia to banish 
the Western Force from the Super Rugby 
competition. Marcel Brache’s speech was 
inspiring and I hope to see him play well at 
the Rugby World Cup in 2019.

The evening was finished with the farewell 
for Mr Budler. He was presented with a 
lovingly prepared arm chair covered with 

a patchwork of rugby jerseys from PSA, 
International, Club, and Super Rugby and 
also from Dale College, where he taught 
in South Africa. Mr Budler first came to 
Guildford Grammar School 20 years ago and 
has been the Preparatory School rugby coach 
for this duration. In his farewell speech he 
shared with the audience that rugby allows 
him to express his “true inner-self”.

Fortunately, I had Mr Budler as a Walla Rugby 
coach in Years 2 and 3 and as a Preparatory 
School 1st Team coach for Years 5 and 6. 
He had a very disciplined approach to rugby 
training, for example he was very vocal at 
encouraging the ruck inspectors to stop 
observing and to do their job. However, after 
many trainings he would describe his hard 
training methods as “tough love”. I learnt a 
lot from Mr Budler and he is a great man. A 
sincere thank you, Mr Budler.

It was enjoyable playing some games for 
the 1st XV. Our goal for the season was to 
finish third in the PSA. We ended up coming 
fourth, but every player learnt so much. 
I would like to thank Mr Watt, Mr Lubbe,  
Mr McKellar, Mr Evans, Mr Turner and Mr 
Cooke for the season. I also wish the 2018 
Leavers all the best for their future. 

The Rugby Dinner was a great night and was 
one of the best that I have attended so far.

Thomas Mascall-Browne
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Brothers lifting above their weight

won the bronze medal for Australia, which 
contributed to Australia winning the youth 
male team trophy.

The 2018 AWF National U/15 & Youth 
Weightlifting Competition was held at 
Guildford Grammar School on 7 and 8 
July 2018. Lachlan competed in the 50kg 
bodyweight category representing WA, and 
with a snatch of 36kg and a clean & jerk 
of 47Kg, he achieved fourth place. Rourke 
competed in the 85kg bodyweight category 
representing WA, and with a snatch of 86kg 

and a clean & jerk of 100kg, he won the 
bronze medal for WA.

Rourke competed again on Sunday 
15 July in the State Senior & Junior 
Weightlifting Championships in the 85kg 
bodyweight category, and with an 80kg 
snatch and a 100kg clean & jerk he won the 
gold medal in the junior section. As a result, 
he was selected to be in the junior state 
team bound for Brisbane in early September, 
but chose to decline the offer on advice 
from his coach.

Brothers Rourke and Lachlan Turton are 
both seasoned weightlifters, competing 
on a regular basis in local and state 
competitions.

At the 2018 U15 & Youth State 
Championships, Rourke competed in the 77kg 
weight category and obtained two personal 
bests, with an 80kg snatch and a 100kg clean 
& jerk, and a total of 180kg, which won him 
the youth silver medal. Lachlan competed 
in the 46kg weight category obtaining two 
personal bests, with a 33kg snatch and a 45kg 
clean & jerk, breaking his own state record. 
He had a total of 78kg, winning gold in the 
under-15 46kg weight category and gold in 
the youth 46kg weight category.

As a result of their efforts, both Rourke 
and Lachlan were invited to be on the WA 
State U/15 and Youth Weightlifting team to 
compete at the Nationals in July, competing 
in three WA State team squad training 
sessions prior to the event.

In the last week of Term 2, Rourke was called 
up at short notice for the Oceania Australian 
Youth Male team. The AWF asked him to fly 
to Noumea, New Caledonia, and represent 
Australia in the 85kg body weight category. 
On Friday 29 June he not only managed 
to successfully get an 82kg snatch and 
93kg clean and jerk on the board, thereby 
earning points for the team, but he also 

The Oceania 2018 Youth, Junior and Senior Australian team.
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The theme for this edition of the Forward 
magazine is so incredibly well timed. In the 
Preparatory School our themes for 2018 
were Gratitude and Bravery; essentially giving 
thanks to and for others and bravery serving 
others.

Programs for 2018 ranged from our Service 
Learning Program, our Anglican Christmas 
Gifts, fundraising for the Children’s Hospital 
by our Year 4’s, our Year 1 Market Garden 

Service and giving

in service to others and to giving what we 
can for those in need. Roger lived these 
words and they will always be a significant 
part of Guildford Grammar School. Below 
are the wonderfully creative and appropriate 
lyrics written by Old Guildfordian Izaak Lim 
(94-06), to the song Circle of Life presented 
live at Mr Budler’s farewell assembly. 

These words convey what we all feel and 
admire about Mr Budler and the legacy he 
leaves at Guildford Grammar School, of 
service, respect and giving of our self for 
the last 20 years for the students, staff and 
families of the Preparatory School. All of us 
are incredibly grateful for Roger’s impact and 
legacy. 

We will always use words such as respect, 
service and giving with an image of the 
impeccable Mr Budler.

Mr Clark Wight 
Head of Preparatory School 

From the day you arrived at the prep school, 
we admired your South African flair; 
Your immaculate dress, 
and your rugby prowess 
and your discipline firm but always fair

You fostered respect and connection, 
in your role as our Deputy Head; 
You could bring out the best, 
help us pass every test, 
we’ve been inspired 
by all that you’ve said

Chorus:

	 To serve and to strive, 
	 what you taught us all;

	 To respect and to hope, 
	 to guide with love;

	 How to live and grow, 
	 your example shining;

	 How to serve, 
	 to serve and to strive. 

You’ll be missed by your friends in the staffroom, 
you’ll be missed by the kids you’ve inspired; 
You’ve been such a good man, 
and doing all that you can, 
to go above and beyond what’s required

After 20 great years, now you’re leaving, 
we couldn’t thank you enough if we tried; 
For the learning and fun, 
and the rest that you’ve done, 
we all wish you good luck and goodbye

Chorus

To serve and to strive Circle of Life adaptation by Izaak Lim (94-06)

Day raising over $2,000 for the Red Cross 
and our recent Christmas Carols where 
students and families gave an enormous 
number of gifts and funds for Anglicare. We 
have been busy thinking of others, doing for 
others and serving others. The themes have 
been a powerful force for students, staff and 
community reflection and action.

All of us are incredibly 
grateful for Roger’s 
impact and legacy. 

However, the theme of Service and Giving 
this year must also focus on Mr Budler and 
the legacy he leaves in the Preparatory 
School. Mr Budler’s consistent message 
over the years has always centred on the 
important role each student and family plays 
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also had other little accessories. The puppet 
crew consisted of a Yonga (Kangaroo), Waich 
(Emu) and the Walich (Eagle). There were 
also 30 corellas, a small girl puppet, and an 
old grandmother puppet.

I was lucky enough to be inside the Yonga 
and controlled the puppet during the show. 
It sat on my back like a giant backpack. There 
was a string that I pulled to make the head 
of the Yonga nod, and I could pull the Yonga 
down so that it looked like it was eating on 
the ground. I had two other people on my 
sides controlling the legs so it looked like 
it was bouncing, and I also had two other 
people to help me make sure that I didn’t 
crash into anything!

The Waich had a super long neck that 
was controlled by Daniel. The neck was 
very bendy and it could bend down to the 
ground. The Waich was HUGE! It took six 
people to hold it up and it had a wingspan of 
roughly six metres!

Puppeteering was an AMAZING experience 
and I would definitely do it again!

Emma Pittman 

Following the success of the 2017 Dookoorniny project, all Year 5 and 6 students had the opportunity to participate in the 
2018 project, creating an amazing musical puppet show with some larger than life puppets, set on the banks of the Swan River.

The students, led by the Year 5 and 
6 teachers, our Indigenous Program 
Coordinator, staff from the music and art 
departments and visiting artists had three 
days to plan, create and perform a set of 
stories based on the theme of creation. 

On day 1 the team gathered in the 
Foundation Pavilion for a project briefing 
before splitting into class groups and working 
on the different aspects of the project. These 
included; dance and movement, puppet 
making, music composition, advertising and 
marketing and stage management.  The 
students were responsible for all aspects of 
the performance, from start to finish.

On day 2 the groups continued to work 
in their class groups, working through the 
program and choosing the areas of the 
project they wanted to be involved with. 

On day 3, the final day of the project, 
the students worked together to finalise 
everything in preparation for the family 
concert at the Boat Shed, on the banks of 
the Swan River. Rehearsals started after 
lunch, while the stage crew set up the 
staging and prepared the site for the concert.  
By 5.30pm all students were backstage and 
ready for the show to start at 6.00pm.

The 2018 Dookoorniny Concert was nothing 
short of spectacular, with musicians from 
the West Australian Symphony Orchestra 
performing the students’ compositions, while 
an amazing puppet show unfolded on the 
banks of the Swan River, on a perfect spring 
evening.  We wish to thank all of the visiting 
artists who helped our students to create and 
perform this beautiful concert.

Puppets take centre stage at Dookoorniny Concert

From our students

Puppeteering

The group that I chose to be involved in was 
puppeteering, led by Karen and Lisa. We 
worked on the puppets from Term 3 until 
the final night. They were mainly made out 
of bamboo sticks, wires and fabric, but they 
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Meet Mr Ben Mattick
Last year, we welcomed a new art teacher to the Preparatory School,  
with Mr Ben Mattick joining the art room in Term 2.

Ben joined us following his time working as a 
classroom teacher at Undercliffe Public School in 
Sydney, where he worked for three years.

Ben studied Fine Arts at Sydney University, 
majoring in painting, then studied his Masters 
of Primary Teaching at the University of 
New England. Prior to this he worked as an 
education assistant for six years.

As an artist himself, Ben draws inspiration 
from artists such as Van Gogh, Goya and 
Frida Kahlo. “I love Van Gogh’s use of colour, 
the expression that Goya conveys through 
people’s faces and Frida’s use of symbolism 
and colour in her portraits.”

Ben has enjoyed getting to know the students 
in the Preparatory School and seeing the 
amazing art they can create. “I am very 
excited about 2019 as I have now seen what 
these students can do and this has opened 
up endless ideas and directions in planning 
for next year. No idea is too ambitious or 
unachievable for these students!”Ben’s five attributes of

successful artists:
1.  Embrace mistakes

2.  Take risks

3.  Never give up

4.  Concentrate and care

5.  Patience and flow

The Year 1 Market Day was held on Friday 
16 November, raising over $2000 for the 
Australian Red Cross through the sale of 
donated toys, books, games and bric-a-brac as 
well as some delicious baked goods!

Our Year 1 students, teachers and parents 
did an amazing job at the Year 1 Market Day, 
where their efforts saw all funds donated to 
the Australian Red Cross. The students were 
involved in co-ordinating all aspects of the day, 
including selecting the charity, collecting goods 
to sell, setting up the stalls, serving customers 
and taking money! 

The baked goods were delicious, the handmade 
Christmas cards and decorations were beautiful 
and there were lots of pot plants, toys, books, 
soft toys, games, puzzles, fresh fruit, fresh 
herbs, a lemonade stand and much more! 

This is service learning in action and something 
our students and staff really excel at. Thank you 
to everyone involved.

Something for everyone at Year 1 Market Day
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We wrapped up the 2018 Preparatory School football season 
with a visit by Nic Naitanui from the West Coast Eagles, who 
joined us for our trophy presentation night.

Nic talked about the importance of setting goals and explained 
that school work doesn’t stop once you make it to an AFL club. 
Nic also presented our trophies to the following players:

A Team
•	 Fairest & Best - Ned Reiger

•	 Runner Up Fairest & Best - Monty McMahon 

•	 Rising Star - Marshall Pymont 

•	 Coaches Award - Koen Harper

B Team
•	 Fairest & Best - Patrick Gannon

•	 Runner Up Fairest & Best - Felix Lethbridge 

•	 Rising Star - Cody Lovell 

•	 Coaches Award - Jack Ryan

3G Award
•	 Prep 3G Award - Jonnie Purcell

Mr Sam Day 
Teacher-in-charge, Football

Football season concludes with a visit by Nic Naitanui

Head of the Preparatory School, Mr Clark Wight, came up with a special GGS 
smoothie recipe that he shared with all of the new students visiting the 
Preparatory School on Monday 19 November for Step up Day. 

By all accounts it certainly tasted interesting! 

Water – to go with the flow

Grapes – to hang out as a bunch

Nuts – because it is ok to be a little nuts when you start a new year level

Turmeric -  to add a little zest and spice

Passion Fruit – Be you. Be unique and bring your passions

Dragon Fruit – Try new and different things

Chia Seeds – The little things make a big difference

Go Ji Berries – Bring your FUN and get up and go!

Spinach – Stay strong and healthy

Ice – Stay cool if things don’t go your way

Prune juice – to stay relaxed

Mint – Because fresh breathe is nice for everybody

Orange – ‘Orange’ you glad to be at GGS

Most importantly – Add your own ingredient because you will add much to GGS!

Smoothie for a 
smooth start
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Creative problem solving 
challenge helps Perth 
Children’s Hospital

Lyrics to Christmas Day
By Angus, Tatum, Ethan and Summer

Happy peace, happy joy
Christmas Day brings us together
Woohoo, we have family
We have friends
Santa Clause comes down our chimney and eats cookies
YUM!
Santa Clause comes down our chimney and eats our yummy 
cookies
He goes to Guildford Grammar School
He does not wear a skirt
And he doesn’t get hurt
Because he’s in a pool and he also does not drool
And he has three secret rules!
Number 1: Be kind and compassionate
Number 2: Donate some money
Number 3: Say your prayers
Bow bow bow
Say your prayers
Bow bow bow
Say your prayers
Pch pch pch pch praaaaaaaaaaa (rap style!)

Our Year 4 students explored their creativity as part of their 
creative thinking project last year, working through set problems 
to come up with a creative solution. As a result, a group 
of students in 4W held a Christmas decoration sale during 
Grandparents’ Day, selling a wide range of Christmas decorations 
that were donated by one of the parents.  The students managed 
to raise over $1000 for the Perth Children’s Hospital.

The class was presented with the challenge of working in a team 
to write and perform a play explaining how they would use the 
donated decorations to raise money for their nominated charity.   
Of the five teams competing, Santa’s Little Elves were selected as 
the winners following their performance and song about Jake, 
a young sick boy in hospital, whose illness was cured by funds 
raised through a Christmas decoration sale. Santa’s Little Elves was 
made up of Angus, Tatum, Ethan and Summer.  

The students formed a strong team, each taking on a set role and 
working together to write and perform the play and a rap song! 

They selected the Perth Children’s Hospital as their charity and 
donated all of the money raised at the sale to the hospital, taking 
a vote on which unit or department of the hospital they would 
like to send the money to.

When asked why they selected the Perth Children’s Hospital as 
their charity the team agreed that every child deserves to be 
happy and healthy and this is one way that they can help the sick 
children.

The students ran all aspects of the sale themselves, with all 4W 
students involved in some aspect of the day.  Santa’s Little Helpers 
prepared rosters for the day, arranged a cash float, set up the 
stands, served customers and advertised the sale as part of their 
project.  

To add some maths challenges into the mix, prices for all 
decorations were in dollars and cents, so that students had to work 
out the correct totals and give change!
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A group of students from Years 4–6, 
took the challenge and competed in the 
Opti-MINDS Creative Thinking Competition 
which was held at Curtin University on 
Saturday 25th August, 2018.

Fifteen enthusiastic students and four slightly 
crazy staff members, comprising of Miss 
Fiona Marsh, Mr Clark Wight, Mr Jamie 
Fagan and Mrs Carol Ray, were chosen to 
represent the School.

Both teams performed a ten-minute 
presentation at Curtin University, 
demonstrating their ability to write a script, 

Prep School creative thinkers

GGS Team 1
Focus: Language and Literature

–	 Max Cugley
–	 Omal Deeyagaha Waduge
–	 Riley Wight
–	 Minudi Umaya Karunawardena
–	 Dhinuk Gonapinuwala
–	 Levi Rosetto
–	 Avani De Santis

GGS Team 2
Focus: Science and Engineering

–	 Blair Parnell
–	 Daniel Nelson
–	 William Stoker
–	 Georgia Crossen
–	 Michael Minchin
–	 Joshua Heffernan
–	 Albert McNamara
–	 Patrick Gannon

answer questions posed in a creative 
way, entertain the audience and to 
work collaboratively as a team. The GGS 
performances were of a very high standard, 
with staff and parents feeling very proud 
of all involved. Congratulations to GGS 
Team 2 who were awarded Honours and 
presented with medals for their long term 
and spontaneous solutions.

Thoughts from participants
Joshua Heffernan (Yr 4): My favourite thing 
about Opti-MINDS was finding out that I 
could be a mad scientist in our team’s script 
and being allowed to go psycho!

Blair Parnell (Yr 6): I liked being part of a 
team, especially working with people I didn’t 
know. We made strong bonds and by the 
end of the competition we were all great 

What are the most important attributes to 
being a leader?

I think in order to be a good and effective 
leader you have to be kind and respectful to 
everything and everyone. You can’t become a 
leader if you’re not nice to people. I also think 
it is important to be a good decision maker, 
and to listen to everyone’s opinions.

What have you enjoyed most about being 
a leader this year?

The thing I have enjoyed the most about being 
a leader are the opportunities. I have valued 
being able to work more with Mr Budler and 

Mr Wight, and also opportunities like the 
Halogen Leadership Day, which was inspiring 
and motivating. I have actually enjoyed having 
duties at recess and lunch, because it means I 
get to know lots of people across the school 
and different year groups. 

What advice would you give anyone else 
considering a leadership role? 

Take nothing for granted, and always try your 
best in everything you do. Throw yourself into 
every opportunity and listen and take on board 
the opinions of others but in the end make the 
best decisions you can.

Max Cugley
In the last edition of the Forward we profiled three of the 2018 Preparatory School 
leaders. In this edition we profile Head Boy Max Cugley.

friends. We were all proud of ourselves and 
each other when we performed and the hard 
work paid off when we received honours for 
our presentation. 

Michael Minchin (Yr 4): I loved everything, 
but my favourite part was going to Curtin 
University and just going through the 
excitement of the long term challenge. 

Georgia Crossen (Yr 4): My favourite thing 
about Opti-MINDS was meeting new people, 
not only from our team, but from the other 
team as well. I also made friends with the 
teachers. Along the way Mr Fagan became 
less like a teacher and more like a mentor. 

Max Cugley (Yr 6): My favourite thing about 
Opti-MINDS was being able to just let my 
creativity flow out of me and not having to 
hold it back.
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Book
Week

In the lead up to Book Week there were 
some incredible conversations happening all 
around the Preparatory School with children 
identifying what their treasure was, to help 
with their fantastic costumes! Some ideas 
included their dads, holiday locations, toys, 
books and family – all insightfully identified 
as valuable treasures to our students.

The week itself was a busy one, with several 
treasure hunts held across all parts of the 
school. Many of the students enjoyed the 
challenge of decoding a series of clues to 
help them find several letters hidden around 
the school. Once they had all the letters they 
had to unjumble them to work out what 
Guildford Grammar Preparatory School’s 
most valued treasure was. You will not be 
surprised to learn that the wonderful Mrs 
Filippi was identified as the valuable treasure!

It was wonderful to watch the students 
purposefully exploring the campus as they 

Priestley Hall was enjoyed by all students!  
We would like to thank the FOPS for funding 
this wonderful and engaging event for our 
students.

De Graber 
Preparatory School Librarian

problem solved and persisted to work out 
the answer. The only complaint we received 
was from Pre-Primary, where we were told 
the hunt was too easy and that their nimble 
brains required a far more challenging 
puzzle!

To end the week we held the highly 
anticipated Book Parade on the lawn outside 
the cafe. It was clear to see that some of 
our teachers love to dress up as much as 
the students; none more so than Mr Budler! 
For those who were able to attend it was 
an absolute joy to hear the laughs and the 
chatter as each year level, from Kindy to Year 
6 paraded their costumes, showing off their 
creativity and fun! 

To finish off the week all students enjoyed 
a live performance by Perform Education!  
Their dramatic and highly engaging 
performance was catered to two different 
age groups and judging by the noise in 

We found our treasure at Book Week!
Week 5 in Term 3 is always a favourite in the Preparatory School as it is 
Book Week! The theme for 2018 was Find your Treasure.
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No matter where I go
No matter what I become
I can always seek peace
By holding my daddy’s thumb
No matter what I do
No matter how I am
I can always find support
In my dad, who is a gem
Thanks for everything Dad

So too, we at Guildford Grammar 
Preparatory School acknowledge the 
unquestioned support we receive from our 
dads and understand that this support plays 
a crucial part in the culture and quality of our 
community. 

Dads’ Big Breakfast gives us the opportunity 
to have all dads join us for a scrumptious 

Dads’ Big Breakfast 2018
Our annual Preparatory School Dads’ Big Breakfast was held on Friday 31 August, 
with hundreds of dads and their children enjoying another very special day.

breakfast, but more importantly, to show 
our dads how much we value all they do and 
mean to us. 

We were greeted by marvelous weather, 
which enabled us to have dads and children 
filling our new playground area and sharing 
this quality time together. With the sound of 
some great music by Mr Kieran Hurley and 
his Jazz Band, the setting was ideal for this 
morning of celebration and appreciation and 
our dads responded in huge numbers.

Many relaxed conversations filled the air, with 
dads sharing time together, talking to other 
friends and children while relaxing around 
circular tables dotted across our campus. The 
quality of the breakfast and the friendly faces

that organised and served breakfast added 
to the atmosphere of appreciation. 

After breakfast, dads visited the classrooms 
to meet and greet teachers and see some 
of the work being done by their children.  
The boys and girls always delight in showing 
their dads their quality work and sharing 
their classrooms.

To finish off the day all dads and children 
moved to the hockey turf for the hotly 
contested tug-of-war! 

It was another outstanding community 
day made possible by so many, but with 
specific thanks to Mr Arran Warren and 
Mrs Tracey Roki, and their catering teams, 
for a job exceptionally well done. We salute 
our catering staff, our grounds staff and our 
maintenance teams. Many thanks also to 
our FOPS mums and helpers for their 
valuable support.

I took too long to acknowledge
But now I take a pledge
My love for you, I will always confess
And ensure that my respect for you 
is never any less
That’s because I have realised
That you are the person 
I have always prized
I wonder how I missed out on telling you
That you have been the best dad, 
all through

Thanks Dad

Mr Roger Budler 
Deputy Head Preparatory School
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There are some exciting new developments in our Vacation Care program, with the 
program now split into two separate programs, each tailored for specific age groups. 
One program is designed for students in Kindergarten to Year 3 and the second is designed 
for students in Years 4-6. There will still be plenty of opportunities for family members in 
different year groups to interact though, and our staff will make sure they get to spend lots 
of time together if they want to!

The children themselves helped us to design the December and January program and came 
up with some great ideas and activities for the school holidays. 

The April Vacation Care program will soon be available on our website at 
www.ggs.wa.edu.au/OSC.

Vacation Care Program
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2018 was an exciting year for Guildford 
Grammar School, as we welcomed our 
first group of three-year-old children 
who joined us in our Little Explorers 
Program.

Our Little Explorers program continues 
to evolve as we strive to support the 
development of each child’s ‘tool box’ of 
essential skills required to be confident, 
capable and happy learners.  

Our program aims to build student wellbeing 
and the ability to observe, question and 
express thoughts and feelings in a play based 
setting.  Important learning outcomes include 
developing self-regulation strategies to 
manage emotions and behaviour; developing 

a sense of self, developing resilience and a 
positive self-image and social skills when 
interacting, forming and maintaining 
friendships. 

We achieve these outcomes by delivering 
engaging, rich, nurturing and challenging 
experiences and creating stimulating and 
beautiful environments for the children to 
explore.  The daily learning experiences 
include following familiar routines, listening 
to and following instructions, building 
expressive and receptive language skills 
through discussions, observations, stories, 
song and movement. 

There are ongoing opportunities that 
encourage sensory exploration, design and 

construction, engagement with the natural 
environment in the form of nature walks 
and opportunities to spend time in our Early 
Childhood mud kitchen.  

Little Explorers share their space and 
resources with our Early Learning Centre, 
resulting in a harmonious and collaborative 
community of engaged learners. The children 
explore and navigate their learning together 
in a stimulating and challenging environment 
while being gently challenged to develop an 
understanding of the world around them. 

I look forward to 2019 and developing the 
Little Explorers program in every way. 

Shannon Smith 
Program Coordinator

Little

Explorers program for 3-year olds

Learning to
The Learn to Swim programs at Guildford 
Grammar School are experiencing 
substantial growth, with the introduction of 
three new programs by our new Aquatics 
Co-ordinator, Mr Andras Jo-Kovacs. 

The Term 4 Learn to Swim program 
kicked off in October, with the first of the 
programs for children over 4 launched to 
the school and wider community through 
a new website and visual identity. This 
program was held over 8 weeks and 
covered stages 1-6.

The Vacation Learn to Swim program 
commenced in early December and was also 
aimed at children over 4 years old, covering 
levels 1-6.  This program was delivered in 
our newly renovated Preparatory School 
heated pool over a period of four weeks 
during the school holidays.

For further information on the Learn to 
Swim program, please visit our website at: 
www.ggs.wa.edu.au/learn2swim.

You can learn more about Mr Jo-Kovacs on 
Page 8.

The Infant Learn to Swim program was held 
in January 2019 and catered for children in 
two separate age groups; 6-18 months and 
18 months to 3 years old.  Also delivered 
in our newly renovated Preparatory School 
pool, this program was delivered in small 
groups on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays 
from 9.30am-11.30am.  

Swim@GGS
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In Honour Of Guildford Grammar School’s 
Grandparents’ Day 2018

Being A Grandparent

I have had the honour and pleasure of attending Grandparents’ 
Day for the last five years. It gives grandparents an opportunity to 
show love for their children’s children, to help their grandchildren 
become aware of the strength, information and guidance that older 
people can provide as well. This is written from the heart for all our 
grandchildren.

Many years ago all your Nanna’s and Poppa’s, Grandma’s 
and Granddad’s and any other special names you call your 
grandparents, all of us had the joy of becoming mothers and 
fathers to your parents. Some children are not fortunate to have 
their grandparents living in the same state or country as they do, 
but often will have special older relatives or close family friends who 
fill the role of “honorary grandparent”.

Being a parent was very special, lots of love, fun, joy and laughter, 
lots of work and learning, it made a couple into a family. Then our 
children (your mums and dads) married and started their own family 
and along came you, our grandchildren, and our lives changed yet 
again. Such a special occasion was the birth of our grandchildren, 
whether it was one, two, three, four or more over the years, we 
have adored you all totally, as you are so uniquely special, our love 
just expands to surround you all.

So our roles in the family changed yet again, we were now helping 
our children with their children. Babysitting, taking you out to the 
park, the movies, having sleepovers, picking you up from school, 
playing wonderful old-fashioned games and new technological 
games with you, reading stories with you, looking after you when 
ill, attending school assemblies, recitals, concerts, sports carnivals. 
Even sharing our life stories with you, both stories about us and 
your parents when they were children, sharing family history, 
showing you old family photos and movies.

What a precious gift being a grandparent is to us. Just being able to 
share in your lives, watching you grow from babies to toddlers, to 
boys and girls and eventually teenagers and adults. Sharing in your 
scholastic and sporting achievements, your ups and downs, sharing 
confidences, helping you sort out problems, just joining you and 
your family in the amazing, blessed journey of family life.

Honouring our grandparents
Grandparents’ Day in the Preparatory School is always a very special day where grandparents have the opportunity to enjoy 
a service in our beautiful Chapel, morning tea in the Dining Hall and then spend some time with their grandchildren in the 
Preparatory School. One of our grandparents wrote the beautiful article below, in honour of Grandparents’ Day.

Being a grandparent is magical, filled with unconditional love and 
boundless joy, much happiness and laughter, lots of humour, fun 
and special family times. Grandparents just sprinkle stardust over 
their grandchildren’s lives. We hope that along the way we can also 
share our wisdom, our life lessons, our loving guidance and help, 
provide loving arms to run to, our special home cooking of your 
favourite foods, our home as your second home, our hearts and our 
pride in you beautiful young people.

We may often remind you that you look like your mum or dad, 
or love music like them, or are good at a particular subject like 
they were, or excel in a sport like they did or even say you act or 
speak like them too. This is the magic link that joins us all together, 
that makes us a big extended family. We the grandparents may 
have started this, but you the grandchildren completed it. If 
having our children was a gift from God then having you precious 
grandchildren was the ultimate blessing from God.

In fact if you hear from someone that a child is near perfect, 
handsome or beautiful, never does anything wrong, is brilliant at 
school and so on you are probably talking to a Grandmother or a 
Grandfather.

May you all continue to include us in your lives, share your hopes 
and dreams, your joy and your fears, your hearts and your love. 
Thank you for making us into grandparents, it is so very special. We 
love and value you and will always be here for you all.

A very lucky Nanna who adores all four of her grandchildren xxxx

Denise

P R E P A R A T O R Y  S C H O O L
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From the 2018 P&F Sundowner at the 
Memorial Courtyard in February to the 
Dads’ Big Breakfasts x 2 at the end of Term 
3, your committee has been busy around 
the school and in your community working 
hard to connect us all. 

A big thank you to the Preparatory 
and Senior School Liaison Parents (LPs), 
particularly the co-ordinators Lisa Derrick and 
Elsie Vallelonga, for their wonderful work 
with the students and families at the School.

The P&F Society is a ‘federation’ of 
committees that work towards the strategy 
of bringing together and strengthening 
the Guildford Grammar School community 
primarily through social events and provision 
of support such as welcoming new families. 
The P&F Society includes: Friends of 
Preparatory School (FOPS); Friends of Senior 
School (FOSS); and the Boarders Parents’ 
Association (BPA). Committee members 
include an arts representative to help 
promote art (music, drama, debating, fine 
arts) within the school as well as Senior and 
Preparatory School representatives. 

The parent school representatives have 
direct access to the Heads of School and are 
your point of contact for issue or questions 
relating to sports policy, good ideas on 
school improvements (facilities, curricular) 
and uniform or discipline questions. Please 
also note that parents are encouraged to 
raise concerns or issues with their student’s 
Preparatory School classroom teacher or 
Senior School Mentor in the first instance, 
followed by Deputy Head of Preparatory 
School or Head of House.

Parents and Friends Society

A big thank you to the sub-committees 
and their Presidents Nada, Sheri-lee, Alexia, 
Michelle, Tracy and Sheena for their work. 
Some of the MANY social activities and 
volunteer work done this year include:

•	 P&F Welcome Sundowner

•	 Welcome BBQ

•	 Catering support at the Preparatory 
School swimming carnival

•	 Preparatory School Disco

•	 Music extravaganza on the Swan

•	 School drama productions

•	 Music Chamber and Cheese evening at 
Darlington Estate Winery

•	 Boarding Parents end of term dinners

•	 Mother’s Day activities

•	 Father’s Day Big Breakfast(s)

•	 Support to those in need through 
Guildford Guardians

The P&F Society funding is primarily through 
membership subscription. The funding is 
used to:

•	 support social activities either in-full or 
through subsidy; and

•	 to support student social, learning and 
co-curricular activities 

Distributions to the school community 
and operating accounts to support 
sub-committee planned events totalled 
$90,418.60 in 2018.

The process of P&F funding assessment 
and ratification is robust and requires the 
Committee to ensure all funding applications 
fit with the strategic pillars of the P&F 
and demonstrate a fair and reasonable 
distribution across all school areas. The 
Strategic Pillars (equal weighting) are:

•	 Support school

•	 Support parents

•	 Foster goodwill

•	 Social exchange

•	 Cultural initiatives

•	 Sports

•	 Arts

The Committee commences the process of 
identifying and assessing funding applications 
in the first quarter of the calendar year with 
the aim of ratifying funding in May and 
monies expended by the AGM.

In 2018 the Committee introduced a new 
and improved system which has formalised 
the funding request process through an 

C O M M U N I T Y
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Fathering Project
Our Fathering Project Dads and Kids Camp-out at Stronghills 
in November provided a great opportunity for dads and children to 
come together in a fun and relaxed environment and try out some of 
the activities our students do when they are on camp! 

As well as canoeing, archery and the low ropes course the dads and 
children also enjoyed some marshmallows around the campfire and a 
breakfast cooked by the children! 

Thank you to our Outdoor Education team for making it such a 
memorable experience for our dads and kids!

on-line form that is submitted to the School 
and must pass through either the Head of 
Senior School or Head of Preparatory School 
to ensure no overlap in funding between 
the school and the P&F; and as another 
vetting and transparency step in the process.

This process has been successfully 
implemented with the following funding 
approvals:

Whole of School ($20,202)
•	 School Community Garden for Senior 

and Preparatory School

•	 Little Free Library – Community Book 
Exchange

•	 Annual Welcome Sundowner

•	 Drama – assist with productions

•	 Team Caps for HBF Run for a Reason

Preparatory School ($22,181.60)
•	 2 x DSLR Cameras and accessories – 

available for all teachers to borrow for 
their class

•	 Book week performer 
(Artist-in-Residence)

•	 2 x POPP outdoor table tennis tables – 
in GGS livery

Senior School ($8,970)
•	 4 x indoor table tennis tables 

(Be; Sc; Fr; He)

•	 Pool Table (SG)

•	 Indoor garden (Wb)

•	 Basketball Ring, backboard and line 
marking

•	 3 x kettles (Fr)

•	 3 x sandwich presses (He)

•	 Microwave (He)

•	 Washing Machine (Boarding)

FOPS & FOSS operating budgets for 
community events - $39,065

I would like to thank the executive members 
of the P&F – Tony, Peta and Daria for their 
efforts and support this year. And finally, a 
big thank you to the staff in the Community 
Relations Office, in particular Richie 
Longson.

Craig Madden 
President (2018)

C O M M U N I T Y
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Dr Michael Gannon (Ha 1983-1988)

2018
MB BS (W.A.) MRCPI FRANZCOG GAICD FAMA

Old Guildfordian
of the Year

Dr Michael Gannon 

There is no doubt we can be very proud of the many Old 
Guildfordians around the globe that are productive members of 
their community and are doing astonishing things. One such Old 
Guildfordian is Dr Michael Gannon, a renowned Obstetrician and 
Gynaecologist who was the President of the Australian Association 
(AMA) from 2016 to 2018. At last year’s Old Guildfordians’ Annual 
Dinner on 6 October, 200 former students and staff celebrated 
Michael’s achievements and applauded his selection as the 2018 
‘Old Guildfordian of the Year’. 

An outstanding advocate for the medical profession, Michael is the 
Head of Department, Obstetrics and Gynaecology, at St John of God 
Subiaco Hospital. Specialising in medical problems in pregnancy, 
Michael works in the Perinatal Loss Service at King Edward 
Memorial Hospital and sits on the WA Perinatal and Infant Mortality 
Committee. A Graduate of the Australian Institute of Company 
Directors (GAICD), Michael is also a Board Member of MDA National 
Insurance. Before taking on the AMA national presidency, Michael 
was President of AMA WA from 2014 to 2016, while at the same 
time he was Chair of the Federal AMA Ethics & Medicolegal 
Committee. 

In receiving the award, Michael said, “the reason this award is so 
special to me is because this school is so special to me”. There is no 
doubt that Michael has considerable history with the School and 
is enjoying a near-continuous 36-year association. He married his 
wife, Mariam, in the School Chapel in 2003 and their son, Patrick, 
has just started Year 6 at the Preparatory School. Joining Michael 
at the Annual Dinner to share in his recognition were brothers 
Richard (Ha 1984-1989) and Brad (Wb 1986-1993), as well as 
their father Martin, a former fellow of Council (1988-1994). The 
relationship continues to be a family affair with Michael’s cousin, 
Sean Mordaunt (Ha 1982-1987), having attended the School and 
his nephew, Brendan Gannon, starting Year 7 this year.

With his long list of significant achievements, Michael could be 
forgiven for allowing a little hubris to creep in. However, in his 
speech the opposite was true with Michael expressing tremendous 
gratitude for what life had given him. In humble tones Michael 
said, “I have led a fortunate life. So many of us have. Not just 
being educated at this school, but even just growing up in Perth 
in the ‘70s and ’80s”. Joined at the Annual Dinner by two tables 
from the Class of 1988, Michael expressed gratitude for the many 
“friendships and relationships that endure to this day”.  Michael 
spoke fondly of what lessons the School had taught him beyond the 
classroom, including integrity with a strong a moral compass, the 
importance of engagement and participation with the world around 
us, and the value of inspiration and competitive spirit.

In sharing a darker time in his past when he faced adversity, Michael 
described how, as a young man, he was caught up as a pawn in 
a power-play involving senior figures at King Edward Memorial 

Hospital. He had to make an eight-hour appearance on the witness 
stand in the State Coroner’s Court and Michael’s career was very 
much under threat before it had even begun. In speaking candidly, 
Michael wondered where he had learnt the resilience to survive that 
time. Was it just dogged determination or from being taught right 
from wrong at school. What he will never forget is the people who 
supported him during those difficult times, including relationships he 
had forged as a student.

Speaking out on issues faced by the Country, Michael feels we need 
to do more in educating Australians on how to have a healthier 
relationship with alcohol and to eradicate a detrimental binge-
drinking culture. He also feels Australia can do better on aged 
care, Aboriginal health, diversity, on the prevention of tobacco and 
e-cigarette consumption, and that we need to take better care of 
the environment.

Michael was glowing of the School’s decision to extend co-
education into the Senior School. He isn’t certain that he left GGS in 
the ‘80s “armed with the skills necessary for relationships with girls 
and women”. He added that he is optimistic about the future of our 
School. “Again it is leading. Going forward,” and that a fully co-
educational campus “shows us at our best, embracing diversity”.

Taking the opportunity to talk further about diversity, Michael shared 
his opinion that diversity is not just about the colour of someone’s 
skin, their gender or sexual orientation. In Michael’s mind, diversity is 
more about listening to other people’s thinking, other people’s ideas. 
It was one of Michael’s Medical School lecturers who he first heard 
say, “You are born with one mouth and two ears – use them in that 
ratio”, adding that “when someone else is talking, you have a better 
chance of learning something you don’t already know”. 

In closing and before proposing a toast to the School, Michael said, 
“this is a great school. That is why this is such a great honour. I will 
never forget it”.  We thank you Michael for championing causes 
such as the Nation’s health, of diversity and of course the School. 
Congratulations on being our Old Guildfordian of the Year.

O L D  G U I L D F O R D I A N S
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Class of 1968, Old Guildfordians’ Annual Dinner
6 October 2018, Dining Hall, Guildford Grammar School

Out and About
Login to www.oldguildfordians.com.au  
              for more photos of reunions and events.

Old Guildfordians’ Annual Dinner
6 October 2018, Dining Hall, Guildford Grammar School

Class of 1988
1 December 2018, The Garden, Leederville

Class of 1988, Old Guildfordians’ Annual Dinner
6 October 2018, Dining Hall, Guildford Grammar School

Class of 1998
27 October 2018, The Garden, Leederville

Class of 2007
3 November 2018, The Garden, Leederville

Class of 2008
24 November 2018, The Garden, Leederville

Careers Expo
1 August 2018, Oliverson Gymnasium, Guildford Grammar School.

Class of 1978, Old Guildfordians’ Annual Dinner
6 October 2018, Dining Hall, Guildford Grammar School
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VALE The Hon. John Wickham QC
Passing of the Patron:

It was with great sadness that the School’s community said goodbye to The Honourable John 
Wickham QC, who died peacefully in his sleep on 24 September 2018 at age 99 years. 

John was a passionate Old Guildfordian with a long 
and distinguished relationship with the School. As 
a student he was a School Prefect, Captain of St 
George’s House and Captain of the Shooting Team. 
In later life his extraordinary service continued when 
he became a Fellow of School Council and then he 
took the chair from 1956-1959, all of which saw 
him become an Honorary Fellow of School Council. 
His commitment extended to The Old Guildfordians 
Association, where John was President from 1947-
1948, being later elected as an Honorary Life Member 
and then becoming Patron of the Association from 2004, a position he held until his death. 

In his professional life, John was a Justice of the Supreme Court of Western Australia from 
1969-1983. Murdoch University also benefited from John’s dedication to education when 
he was Chancellor from 1974-1980.

After such exemplary service to the School’s community, it seemed fitting that the 
memorial service for John would be held in the School’s Chapel, the Chapel of St Mary and 
St George. 

While it is difficult to say farewell to such a committed and distinguished individual, we 
thank you John for your devotion to the broader community of Guildford Grammar School.

The Hon. John Wickham QC

Another TV won!

Yet another Old Guildfordian, Jade Clifford 
(Be 2007-2016), has won a TV in one of 
our tipping competitions for members. 
Jade won a 50” 4K TV by being the overall 
winner and at the top of the intercommunity 
competition for the 2018 FIFA World Cup, 
defeating representatives from other schools, 
colleges and organisations across Australasia 
and the United Kingdom.

Jade also won a $200 gift card in the 
competition exclusively for members of The 
Old Guildfordians Association.. 

If you are a member, you are encouraged to 
join in these tipping competitions for a bit 
of fun and friendly rivalry. Prizes are on offer 
to keep things interesting, whether they be 
prizes for members of The Old Guildfordians 
Association only, or prizes for competitions 
against members from other communities.

To receive an emailed invitation for future 
competitions, members need to login and 
register their email address on the website.

Tipping Winners – FIFA World Cup 2018

Place Name Points* OG Prize Intercommunity Prize

1st Jade Clifford (Be 2007-2016) 47 $200 Gift Card 50” 4K TV

2nd Aleksander Norris (Be 2010-2015) 42 $100 Gift Card

3rd Thomas Camp (Be 2005-2009) 41 $60 Gift Card

K.O. Richie Longson (He 1981-1985) 39 $40 Gift Card

Tipping Winners – Australian Football League 2018

Place Name Points* OG Prize

1st Anthony Stephens (Ha 2006-2010) 146 $450 Gift Card

2nd Shane Basioli (St 2006-2010) 144 (decided by margin) $225 Gift Card

3rd Tristan Dale (St 2009-2013) 144 (decided by margin) $150 Gift Card

4th Richard Rodic (Ha 1991-1995) 144 (decided by margin) $100 Gift Card

5th Murray Smith (Fr 1985-1989) 144 (decided by margin) $75 Gift Card

K.O. Nicholas Laidler (Ha 1994-2006) 142 $150 Gift Card

Tipping competitions

To register for future competitions – go to www.oldguildfordians.com.au

* In the event of tied point scores, 
   winners are determined by margin.

O L D  G U I L D F O R D I A N S
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As the couple revealed in an interview on Fox Footy’s ‘On the Mark’, 
it was the brave push and support from Eli that saw Zac use the 
opportunity of the AFL Draft Combine, being aware that as an older 
player, this might be the only chance for him to get drafted. 

As Zac moved across the country to Sydney to begin his work with 
the GWS Giants, Eli was undergoing four bouts of chemotherapy. 
In the lead-up to Round 1 of the 2018 AFL season, Zac had been 
impressing with his first pre-season, putting in some encouraging 
performances in the JLT Community Series. Then in March 2018, 
Zac would receive the best news yet; Eli had beaten cancer.  

He had kept Eli’s battle with cancer private from his new GWS 
teammates. But as he received the good news over the phone from 
Eli, he made the decision to open up to them and tell them about 
what the couple had been going through. The news was met with 
overwhelming support from the team, which was followed by the 
announcement that Zac would be making his AFL debut in Round 1, 
2018 against the Western Bulldogs. 

The rollercoaster of hard work, determination, strength and support 
in the face of devastating news had seen the pair come out the 
other side. Zac utilised his maturity and developed an elite fitness in 
order to quickly establish himself within the GWS playing group. His 
playing style has seen him deliver effective pressure as well as earn 
a few goals to his name. His ongoing effort saw him ranked fifth at 
GWS for tackles, with an elite average of 4.2 a game. His breakout 
performance came in Round 11, 2018 against the Adelaide Crows 
that earnt him a nomination for goal-of-the-year. Overall, he managed 
20 goals in 19 games from the 2018 home and away season.

Zac’s debut year with the GWS Giants was an overwhelming 
experience that has taken him all the way through to the AFL Finals 
series, a feat that few first-year players get to experience. With his 
foundation of determination to learn, work hard and perform at 
an elite level, and with an equally as strong partner by his side, Zac 
Langdon’s future within the AFL promises to be an exciting prospect. 

At 22-years-old at the time, and being classified as a ‘mature-age 
recruit’, Old Guildfordian Zac Langdon knew he was potentially 
making a last chance attempt at achieving his dream of playing 
in the Australian Football League (AFL). Having arguably put in 
considerably more ground work than most AFL draft hopefuls, Zac 
was still to be confronted with a moment of anguish for his partner 
Eli, that would see him nearly pull out of the draft race entirely.  
With the 2018 AFL season now at an end, the story of Zac’s debut 
season with the GWS Giants tells a tale of hard work, determination 
and success for both himself and his partner Eli. 

Growing up in the coastal town of Dampier, Zac approached his 
parents at the end of Year 10 with the notion of moving to Perth 
to attend Guildford Grammar School as a boarding student, all in 
hope of expanding his educational and sporting horizons. From the 
outset, Zac worked to achieve his initial goal of playing in the 1st 
XVIII, which he achieved in 2012. At the completion of his studies, 
Zac moved back to Dampier to take up a trade as an electrical 
apprentice with Rio Tinto. He returned to his local football club, 
the Dampier Sharks, and managed to win the League’s Best and 
Fairest award. But Zac’s return to his hometown would only be 
temporary, as two years into his apprenticeship he again floated 
the idea to his parents of moving back to Perth, this time to purely 
pursue his footballing interests. He took six months’ leave from 
his apprenticeship to join Claremont Football Club in the West 
Australian Football League (WAFL). From that point it became clear 
that he wasn’t going to return to Dampier, instead opting to juggle 
the demands of his trade and WAFL football for two years, all in the 
hope of getting drafted. 

Giant battle to the AFL
Zac Langdon (He 2011-2012)

Zac Langdon. Photographs courtesy of the AFL.

Behind the scenes, Zac’s long- 
term girlfriend Eli Suleska was 

facing a battle of her own.

As a powerful small-forward for the Claremont Tigers, Zac began 
by working hard through the pre-seasons and in the reserves 
side, battling to earn his league position. After two years he had 
managed 25 league games and a Premiership win with the reserves 
side, putting together a strong body of work in the WAFL. Moving 
toward the end of 2017, Zac was now in contact with a number of 
AFL clubs ahead of the AFL National Draft. 

In September 2017 and with Pick 56 in the AFL National Draft, 
Zac was rewarded for his hard work by being drafted to the GWS 
Giants. The first step of his AFL dream had come to fruition. But as 
Zac would later reveal to his GWS teammates before his AFL debut, 
the moment of being drafted was “bittersweet”. 

Behind the scenes, Zac’s long-term girlfriend Eli Suleska was facing 
a battle of her own. She had been diagnosed with Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma in the lead-up to the 2017 AFL Draft Combine. The 
news of diagnosis was “earth-shattering” and Zac grappled with the 
decision to move forward with the AFL Draft Combine.  
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Saturday 23 February GGS Connect (Young OG event for 2010-2018 Leavers) Rigby’s Bar, Perth CBD

Saturday 16 March, 7.00pm Great Southern Chapter Reunion Glenlossie, Kojonup

Wednesday 20 March 50 Plus Reunion Day School 

Friday 29 March Old Guildfordians’ Golf Day The Vines Country Club

Friday 5 April, 7.00pm Beverley & Districts Combined PSA Schools Assoc Annual Dinner Beverley

Saturday 20 April Malaysia Reunion
Grand Millennium, 
Kuala Lumpur

Wednesday 7 August OG mentors sought for Careers Expo School

Sunday 11 August, 9.00am Service in celebration of Marriage, followed by Breakfast/Brunch School Chapel

Saturday 5 October Annual Dinner School 

Saturday 5 October Reunion for Classes of 1969, 1979, 1989 (At Annual Dinner) School

Wednesday 23 October, 7.30pm AGM Foundation Pavilion, School

Saturday 2 November, 7.00pm Class of 2009 Reunion To be announced

Sunday 17 November 2009-2018 Leavers’ Chapel Service School Chapel

Saturday 23 November, 7.00pm Class of 1999 Reunion To be announced

Reunions & Events 2019 Help us to organise your reunion – 
contact og@ggs.wa.edu.au or (+61 8) 9377 8522.

Marcus Adams (Wb 2008-2010) 
Western Bulldogs Football Club 

Debuted for the Western Bulldogs in 
Round 1 2016 and has played 27 games 
as a big-bodied key defender. He plays 
with exceptional speed and power for his 
size, shows great courage in the air and is 
a long kick. Marcus has a high scope for 
improvement in the AFL environment after 
having his seasons cut short due to injury.

Zac Fisher (SG 2011-2015) 
Carlton Football Club

Zac has steadily progressed within the 
side since debuting for Carlton in Round 
4 2017 and has played 36 games. He 
was exciting in his debut season, playing 
with flair and creativity, and was afforded 
more opportunities in the midfield, playing 
alongside Patrick Cripps. His 2018 season 
ended early after suffering a broken leg 
against Hawthorn.

Griffin Logue (SG 2011-2015) 
Fremantle Football Club

Debuted for Fremantle in Round 3 2017 
after being drafted with Pick No.8 and 
played 13 games as a defender. In 2018 
Griffin’s season was inhibited by a foot 
injury that required surgery.  

Alex Rance (Fr 2005-2006) 
Richmond Football Club

Alex has played 198 games for Richmond 
since his debut in 2009. Alex is referred 
to as the game’s best key defender. His 
strong performances have earned him 
five consecutive All Australian selections 
and he was named Captain in 2017. 
He is currently ranked No.1 in the AFL 
for intercept possessions. Winner of 
Richmond’s Best & Fairest award, the Jack 
Dyer medal, in 2015 and Premiership                                                                                                       
winner in 2017. 

Sam Taylor (Fr 2012-2016) 
GWS Giants Football Club

A member of the NAB AFL Academy before 
being drafted to GWS at Pick No.28 in the 
2017 National AFL Draft. Sam made his 
debut in Round 11 2018 and has played 
eight games. His impressive performances 
in his debut season saw him compared to 
fellow defender and Old Guildfordian Alex 
Rance (Fr 2005-2006) and also earnt him a 
NAB Rising Star Nomination in Round 17.

Old Guildfordians drafted in 2018

•	 Jordan Clark (Ha 2017-2018) – 
Geelong Football Club. Pick No. 25 in 
the NAB AFL National Draft.

•	 Durack Tucker (Wb 2016-2017) – 
Sydney Swans Football Club. Pick No. 12 
in the NAB AFL National Rookie Draft.

•	 Tobe Watson (Be 2014-2015) – 
Freemantle Football Club. Pick No. 22 
in the NAB AFL National Rookie Draft.

Old Guildfordians currently a part of the AFL:

Marcus Adams Zac Fisher Griffin Logue Alex Rance Sam Taylor
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News
Michael Adams (He 1951-1952) recently 
released a book about his life called “From 
Palgarup to the Present”.

Peter Lefroy (SG 1944-1952) was featured 
alongside his wife, Diana, in the West Australian 
for the restoration of their convict-built home. 
The Lefroy family live on a property in Walebing, 
200km north of Perth, where most of the 
buildings were built by convict labour in the late 
1840s. Peter and Diana have continually worked 
to conserve and restore the unique WA property.

Michael Morcombe (Sc 1951-1953) has 
become a Member (AM) in the General Division 
of the Order of Australia for “significant service 
to conservation and the environment in the 
fields of natural history and ornithology as a 
photographer, illustrator and author”. Go to 
www.mmbirds.com if you would like to see 
some of Michael’s work.

David Blair (St/Wb 1961-1963) was inducted 
into the WA Science Hall of Fame at the 
Premier’s Science Awards. Alongside this 
achievement, Professor Blair has also been 
elected by his peers to the prestigious Australian 
Academy of Science in recognition for the 
decades he has spent researching gravitational 
waves. 

Ronald Cooper (Wb 1966-1970), currently 
living in France, visited Perth in September 
2018 with his wife, Aicha, and son, Sofian 

Cooper (Wb 2011-2011). While in town Ron 
had a mini reunion at the Woodbridge Hotel 
with Peter Kesacoff (St 1966-1970), Martin 
Pearce (Wb 1966-1968) and Stephen Latham 
(SG 1966-1970), joined by his wife Jenny. While 
all gentlemen had been on the same music 
information email distribution list for quite some 
time now, they had not met up for almost 50 
years. Describing it as a “magical moment”, 
Ron said the years seemed to disappear in a blur 
when they met up. 

Constantine Michael (Wb 1966-1970) and 
his business Balconi Telecommunications were 
awarded a WA Engineering Excellence Award in 
2018 for their product, the Balconi Smart Torch. 
The device is described as a portable in-field 
telehealth office that harnesses global coverage. 
This newly developed technology provides 
remote and disadvantaged communities access 
to medical specialists globally. 

Digby Cullen (SG 1971-1972) is a 
gastroenterologist and philanthropist who offers 
his skills to the  group ‘Australian Doctors for 
Africa’. Digby spends five weeks each year in 
Madagascar treating gastrointestinal disease. 

Jamie ‘Stormie’ Mills (Wb 1979-1984) 
featured in the 2018 Telstra Perth Fashion 
Festival, headlining the Empire Rose show in 
support of his friend and designer, Kathryn 
Cizeika. Stormie has been involved in many 
fashion shows over the years, but has always 
helped out in a ‘behind the scenes’ capacity. 
This was his first time on the runway of a 
fashion show.

Campbell Giles (Ha 1981-1985) attended a 
convention on the Gold Coast and was awarded 
with First National Real Estate’s highest honour, 
the Kaye Heath Memorial Award. The award 
recognises Campbell’s outstanding contribution 
to First National for over 20 years.

Jonathon Tooby (St 1982-1986) has left the 
School of Music, Guildford Grammar School, to 
take up an appointment as the Artistic Director 
and Chief Conductor for the Darwin Symphony 
Orchestra. Jon has worked with the BBC, Halle 
and London Philharmonic Orchestras and won 
competitions at the Royal College of Music, both 
as a chamber musician and a soloist. He has 
gone on to develop as a conductor as part of 
the West Australian Symphony Orchestra, West 
Australian Ballet and West Australian Opera. 

Trent Cooper (Wb 1986-1990) was appointed 
as the coach of the Fremantle Dockers 
Australian Football League Women’s side. 
Trent was formerly an assistant with the Swan 
Districts Football club and the WA Women’s 
Under-18 coach. He has been a part of the WA 
Football Commission’s female high performance 
program since 2017. 

Jeremy Hurst (Be 1986-1990) was successful 
in getting the entrepreneurial backing from a 
‘Shark’ in a 2018 TV episode of Shark Tank on 
Channel 10. Jeremy and co-founders Daniel 
McCullen and Daniel Franco, gained support 
from Steve Baxter for their space-sharing 
website called SpacetoCo. 

Josh Davenport (Be 1989-1994) auctioned 
off a row of grape vines to support Muscular 
Dystrophy Western Australia (MDWA). Josh and 

his wife, Rachael, own Myattsfield Vineyards in 
the Bickley Valley and offer the opportunity for 
someone to own and produce their own wine 
for a year, through the auction of Row 38 at the 
annual Truffle for Muscles Charity event. The 
couple have raised $54,500 for MDWA through 
auctioning off Row 38 since 2012.

Fahmi Ahmad-Yussof (SG 1991-1996) and 
Rachel Nicholaidis became married in 2018 and 
shared the beautiful occasion at a ceremony and 
celebrations, one in Perth in October and one in 
Kuala Lumpur in December. 

John Elliott (Be 1994-1999) is embarking on a 
life-changing journey. He has effectively retired 
at age 35 from the insurance industry and 
is now embarking on a series of adventures. 
For his first adventure, John has become a 
fully qualified Cameleer in preparation for a 
West to East solo trek across Australia (with 
three camels), starting from Paraburdoo in 
the Pilbara. In true adventurer fashion, John is 
uncertain where he will finish up, but he plans 
to travel approximately 4000km stopping to visit 
Aboriginal communities along the way.

Simon Cherriman (Wb 1999-2001) unveiled 
70 images in an exhibition of his work at 
The Sound Temple in the Sawyers Valley. The 
collection, Kingdom in the Clouds, featured 
Simon’s passion for wildlife and landscape with 
images of the Noongar seasons and wedge-
tailed eagles. 

Yuri Berns (Fr 1993-2004) was featured in 
The Reporter (8 May 2018) discussing the 
phenomenal weather conditions that created an 
outstanding vintage for Swan Valley winemakers 
in 2018. Yuri is currently the president of 
the Swan Valley and Regional Winemakers 
Association and described the 2018 vintage as a 
“once in a generational year”.

Simon Crossland (SG 2003-2006) hosted the 
2018 EOFY Party as part of Terrace Events. The 
event was hosted at The Camfield near Optus 
Stadium and attracted over 2000 people. 

Alex Rance (Fr 2005-2006) published a 
children’s book titled Tigers Roar, a tale about 
self-belief, combined talents and success. The 
book was inspired by the Richmond Football 
Club’s 2017 premiership win in the Australian 
Football League and features characters that are 
based on Alex’s Richmond teammates. He also 
achieved his fifth All Australian selection in a row 
(2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018) including 
being named the All Australian Captain in 2017.

Ambrose Bonnaire-Sergeant (St 2003-
2007) has passed his PhD proposal with 
no amendments from his four adjudicating 
professors. After years of dedication and hard 
work, Ambrose is now in his fifth and final year 
of his PhD in Computer Sciences at Indiana 
University, United States of America. 

Lindsay Dick (Wb 2002-2007) spent 2018 
pioneering a new business model as a non-
executive director of Greenfields Exploration. 
The mining entrepreneur secured the exclusive 
mineral rights to explore a 13,000km2 tract of a 
remote Danish territory, in Greenland, which is 
a prospect for nickel, copper and cobalt. 

Chris Durrant (Staff 1988-2007) released 

In year order

Old Guildfordian 
    Memorabilia

www.oldguildfordians.com.au/ 
memorabilia
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Malaysia Reunion 
20 April 2019
We are thrilled to visit our friends in Asia with our next overseas reunion 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The main Reunion Dinner and Performance 
will be held on Saturday 20 April 2019, with Guildford Grammar 
School’s very talented School of Music and Boodjar Bidi 
Indigenous dance troupe there to entertain the crowd. 

To help visitors experience magnificent Malaysia, optional tours 
and activities are on offer in the days around the reunion dinner, 
including a tour of Kuala Lumpur City, a Countryside and 
Batu Caves tour, and a Malaysian Cultural Night Tour. 

Expressions of interest
Please contact David Williams on og@ggs.wa.edu.au 
or (+61 8) 9377 8522.

For further information, please visit 
www.oldguildfordians.com.au/kualalumpur2019

Reunions every 10 years – help us organise yours 
1969, 1979, 1989, 1999, 2009 to celebrate in 2019
The Old Guildfordians Association holds reunions for classes every 10 years. If you are from the class of 1969, 1979, 1989, 1999, or 
2009, we need your help to make it a celebration worthy of the occasion. If you are not sure what your class year is, consider what the 
calendar year was when your age group graduated in Year 12, even if you left before your final year.

If you would like to assist in organising your reunion, please contact David Williams on og@ggs.wa.edu.au or (+61 8) 9377 8522.

Vale 
Our sympathies are extended 
to the families and friends of the 
following Old Guildfordians:

Colin Barns (St George’s 1934-1940)
Ian Briggs (Staff 1984-2004)
Peter Brown (Sc 1948-1952)
Mark Bryce (Sc 1979-1980)
Colin Chapman (St 1939-1941)
Lyle Collins (He 1948-1951)
John Cowcher (Ha 1961-1963)   
Mark Dixon (St 1969-1974)
Shane Garlett (Ha 1974-1976)
Richard Giblett (Be 1980-1984)
Reginald Latham (SG 1941-1944)
Gifford Lindsay (Sc 1946-1948)  
Troy Marias (Staff 2008-2008)  
Ross Martyn (Fr 1975-1977)
David Millar (He 1939-1945)
William Montague (He 1945-1947)
Allan Roach (He 1955-1956)  
Gregory Sexton (St 1970-1973)
Kenneth Shenton (Sc 1955-1958)
John Stewart (He 1972-1974)  
Peter Tilley (Staff 1972-1972)  
Bryan Warren (Sc 1950-1956)
John Wickham (SG 1929-1936)

his first novel Under the Same Moon, a Story 
from the Great War. Inspired by his fascination 
with and his uncle’s connection to the Great 
War, Chris and his wife Shirley (a former 
housemother of the School) researched the 
history of the 47 former Guildford Grammar 
School students and two former staff members 
who perished overseas in the war conflict.

Gerald Ugle (Be 2007-2010) celebrated his 
100th West Australian Football League (WAFL) 
game in the 2018 season. Gerald played 20 of 
his WAFL games as part of the Perth Football 
Club and gained Australian Football League 
experience with the GWS Giants before heading 
to the Peel Football Club.

Zac Langdon (He 2011-2012) was impressive 
in his first season in the Australian Football 
League with the GWS Giants in 2018. Zac was 
highly regarded for his effective pressure and 
his ability to score goals, with an elite average 
of 4.2 tackles a game. He earned a ‘Goal of 
the Year’ nomination in Round 11 against the 
Adelaide Crows and featured in the two Finals 
games for the Giants in the 2018 season. 

Fraser Pensini (He 2010-2014) was selected 
to represent Australia in the Rowing Under 23 
World Championships in Poznan, Poland in 
July 2018. Fraser occupied the bow seat of the 
Men’s Coxed Four at the Championships and 
earned a place in the A Final, finishing sixth in 
the world. He was awarded the opportunity 

to race at the World Rowing Cup III as well as 
the Under 23 World Championships. Now he is 
focusing on returning to university to compete 
his post-graduate degree in medicine. 

Zac Fisher (SG 2011-2015) signed a two-year 
contract extension with the Carlton Football 
Club in the Australian Football League (AFL). 
In 2018, Zac was referred to as the ‘AFL’s 
top teenager’, ranking him first amongst all 
47 teenagers in the AFL for clearances and 
contested possessions. 

Sam Taylor (Fr 2012-2016) made his 
Australian Football League (AFL) debut for the 
GWS Giants in Round 11, 2018 against the 
Adelaide Crows and was nominated for the 
NAB AFL Rising Star award for his performance 
in Round 17. In this win over Richmond Sam 
gathered 13 disposals, including 7 intercept 
possessions and 3 rebound 50’s.

Bailey-Jay Cooke (Ha 2017-2017) was 
selected to the Under-15 Australian Baseball 
Team that competed at the World Cup, held in 
Panama in August 2018.

Graydon Wilson (Be 2016-2017) made 
his WAFL League debut for Swan Districts 
Football Club in 2018. Following on from 
strong performances at the NAB AFL Under 18 
National Championships for Western Australia, 
Graydon debuted for Swan Districts against the 
East Perth Football club.
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